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June 2022 

 
The Eastern Crane E-bulletin covers news about the Eastern Populations of Sandhill and Whooping 
Cranes, as well as general information about cranes and the continuing work for the protection of these 
birds and their habitats.  
 
............................................................................................................................................................. 

 

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI/bird flu) in North American 

The highly pathogenic H5N1 strain emerged in commercial geese in Asia about 1996 and spread in 
poultry throughout Europe and Africa in the early 2000s. By 2005, the strain was causing mass deaths in 
wild birds, first in East Asia and then in Europe. Since then, the strain has repeatedly infected wild birds in 
many parts of the world, says Andy Ramey, a research wildlife geneticist at the US Geological Survey 
Alaska Science Center in Anchorage. Through repeated spillovers, Ramey says, H5N1 seems to have 
become more adapted to wild birds – it’s “now become an emerging wildlife disease.” 
 
In 2014, a new highly pathogenic H5 lineage – called 2.3.4.4 – emerged and started infecting wild birds 
without always killing them. This created opportunities for the virus to spread to North America for the first 
time. The lineage has since dominated outbreaks around the world, including the current ones. Scientists 
are particularly concerned about the unprecedented spread in wild birds – impacting some wild species 
more than others – as outbreaks pose a significant risk to vulnerable species, are hard to contain and 
increase the opportunity for the virus to spill over into people.  
 
The bird flu outbreak that peaked in the late spring of 2015 was "the largest poultry health disaster in U.S. 
history," the USDA says.  Many of those infections were reported in Iowa and neighboring states near 
"the intersection of the Central and Mississippi flyways used by wild birds during seasonal migration," the 
agency said. That's the same region that's now being hit hard by the virus. 
 
Since October 2021, the H5N1 strain has caused nearly 3,000 outbreaks in poultry in dozens of 
countries. More than 77 million birds have been culled to curb the spread of the virus, which almost 
always causes severe disease or death in chickens. Another 400,000 non-poultry birds, such as wild 
birds – with raptors being especially hard hit, have also died in 2,600 outbreaks — twice the number 
reported during the last major wave, in 2016-17.  

Graphic courtesy of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention – cdc.gov 

 

https://media.nature.com/original/magazine-assets/d41586-022-01338-2/d41586-022-01338-2.pdf
https://media.nature.com/original/magazine-assets/d41586-022-01338-2/d41586-022-01338-2.pdf
https://www.ers.usda.gov/webdocs/outlooks/86282/ldpm-282-02.pdf?v=539
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/inhumans.htm
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The first 2021/2022 detection of Eurasian strain (EA) highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) H5N1 in 
North America occurred in December 2021 in Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada. Subsequently, HPAI 
EA H5 and EA H5N1 viruses have been confirmed in wild birds, backyard flocks, commercial poultry 
facilities, and wild mammals in both Canada and the United States. While waterfowl can carry and shed 
this virus without any symptoms, birds like domestic chickens and raptors get severe illness and rapidly 
die. Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza is spread in the feces and respiratory secretions of infected birds 
and can be easily transmitted on objects contaminated with virus particles. The virus is tough and can 
survive cold and freezing temperatures, as well as survive in aquatic environments.  
 
HPAI H5 viruses infect the respiratory and gastrointestinal tracts of birds, can spread rapidly, and cause 
high mortality in infected poultry. Many birds have died and millions of chickens and turkeys in several 
states have been culled to try to control the outbreaks. Signs of HPAI in poultry can include sudden 
death; lack of energy, appetite, and coordination; purple discoloration or swelling of various body parts; 
diarrhea; nasal discharge; coughing; sneezing; and reduced egg production, or soft-shelled or misshapen 
eggs 
 
The HPAI distribution maps at the following link will be updated weekly or as frequently as documented 
changes in distribution are available. https://www.usgs.gov/centers/nwhc/science/distribution-highly-
pathogenic-avian-influenza-north-america-20212022 
 
The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) National Wildlife Health Center coordinates with members of the 
U.S. Interagency Steering Committee for Surveillance for Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza in Wild Birds 
on wild bird surveillance and information-sharing.  Distribution data include laboratory confirmed cases of 
EA HPAI H5 and EA HPAI H5N1 viruses as reported by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), and state 
agriculture and natural resource management agencies.  
 

 

Distribution of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza H5 and H5N1 in North America, in Relation to Tribal 

Lands in the United States, 2021/2022. Updated May 26, 2022. 

 

https://raptor.umn.edu/about-us/our-research/HPAI
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/nwhc/science/distribution-highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza-north-america-20212022
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/nwhc/science/distribution-highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza-north-america-20212022
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/2022-hpai
https://inspection.canada.ca/animal-health/terrestrial-animals/diseases/reportable/avian-influenza/detection-of-highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza-h5n/eng/1640207916497/1640207916934
https://wahis.oie.int/#/home
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What does this mean for cranes in North American? 
As North America is suffering its worst avian influenza outbreak (bird flu) since 2015, what are the 
implications for wild cranes and the International Crane Foundation’s (ICF) captive flock in Baraboo, 
Wisconsin? In Asia, avian influenza outbreaks are an almost annual occurrence due to extensive poultry 
farms, including large duck farms around wetlands used by migratory birds, such as cranes. And with 
cranes stopping over or wintering in large concentrations, often in proximity to poultry farms, the risk of 
mass mortality is significant. Recently, over 8,000 Eurasian Cranes died from an avian influenza outbreak 
in Israel. 
 
Stopover habitat along the 2,500-mile route migration corridor historically used by the Aransas Wood 
Buffalo population of cranes continues to shrink. With the ever-increasing demand for a rapidly 
decreasing water supply, the braided habitat of the Platte River has also changed over the last 50 years. 
With diminished roosting and foraging areas, cranes, waterfowl, and other migratory species are being 
forced into denser flocks to take advantage of available water – raising concerns among biologists of 
transmission of not only avian influenza but avian cholera – the contagious bacterial disease caused by 
Pasteurella multocida. Snow Geese are known to carry the bacteria and will shed it when stressed, 
whether due to cold weather snaps, lack of food or overcrowding – birds suffering from compromised 
physical conditions become increasingly susceptible to illness. Avian cholera outbreaks generally occur in 
the fall or winter and can result in mass mortalities in wild bird populations.  
 
In preparation for the 1 May 2022 opening of the “Cranes of the World” exhibit at the International Crane 
Foundation’s headquarters in Baraboo, the four rare crane species that normally live in open-air 
enclosures  were moved back into their winter quarters. The outdoor exhibits of these cranes do not have 
netting to act as a ceiling to prevent waterfowl from flying in – waterfowl prone to carrying, and possibly 
transmitting viruses to the cranes.  Following suit, zoos across North America are moving their birds 
indoors and away from people and wildlife in an effort to protect them from the highly contagious and 
potentially deadly avian influenza. 
 

Distribution of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza H5 and H5N1 in North America, in Relation to U.S. Fish 

& Wildlife Service Refuges and National Park Service Lands, 2021/2022. Updated May 26, 2022. 

 

https://savingcranes.org/
https://savingcranes.org/
https://apnews.com/article/business-health-environment-and-nature-iowa-agriculture-9245d97453568576bd0b564f9c52c343
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As part of the International Crane Foundation’s ongoing Webinar Series – “Keeping our cranes safe at 
home and abroad – the threat of avian influenza and other diseases” features Dr. Barry Hartup, ICF 
Director of Conservation Medicine, and Spike Millington, Vice-President, and Director of Asia Programs 
as they discuss the measures ICF is taking to combat bird flu and other diseases in the U.S. and 
worldwide. To watch this informative video, go here: https://youtu.be/G6isdzEO5fQ 
 

CDC on bird flu viruses and human infections 
Avian influenza Type A viruses (bird flu viruses) do not normally infect people, but rare cases of human 
infection have occurred with some bird flu viruses. Illnesses in humans from bird flu virus infections have 
ranged in severity from no symptoms or mild illness (e.g., eye infection, upper respiratory symptoms) to 
severe disease (e.g., pneumonia) that resulted in 
death. Human infections with bird flu viruses have 
most often occurred after close or lengthy 
unprotected contact (i.e., not wearing gloves or 
respiratory protection or eye protection) with infected 
birds or places that sick birds or their saliva, mucous 
and feces have touched. 
 
Human infections with bird flu viruses can happen 
when virus gets into a person’s eyes, nose, or 
mouth, or is inhaled. This can happen when virus is 
in the air (in droplets or possibly dust) and a person 
breathes it in, or possibly when a person touches 
something that has virus on it and then touches their 
mouth, eyes, or nose. The spread of bird flu viruses 
from one infected person to a close contact is very 
rare, and when it has happened, it has not led to 
continued spread among people. Five subtypes of 
bird flu viruses have infected people to cause 
respiratory illness (H5, H6, H7, H9, and H10 viruses). 
Among these, H5N1 and H7N9 viruses have caused 
most infections in people. More information about 
bird flu in humans is available at Bird Flu Virus 
Infections in Humans. 
 
The following is from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC): 
Current U.S. Bird Flu Situation in Humans 
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/inhumans.htm 
 
Bird Flu Virus Infections in Humans 
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/avian-in-humans.htm 
 
 
............................................................................................................................................................ 

 
Aransas-Wood Buffalo Whooping Cranes 
 
Estimated record high number of Whooping Cranes wintered in Texas in 
2021-2022 

An estimated 543 Whooping Cranes arrived on their Texas wintering grounds after migrating 2,500 miles 
from their breeding grounds in Wood Buffalo National Park in Canada.  Each fall the birds make their way 
back to Aransas National Wildlife Refuge and surrounding habitats, where they spend the winter. Wildlife 
biologists with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) then survey the birds by air and analyze 
population trends.   
 
 

Colorized transmission electron micrograph of Avian 

influenza A H5N1 viruses (seen in gold) grown in MDCK 

cells (seen in green). Avian influenza A viruses do not usually 

infect humans; however, several instances of human 

infections and outbreaks have been reported since 1997. 

When such infections occur, public health authorities 

monitor these situations closely. 

 

https://savingcranes.org/
https://youtu.be/G6isdzEO5fQ
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/avian-in-humans.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/avian-in-humans.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/inhumans.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/avian-in-humans.htm
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/aransas
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Expansion of wintering territories range 
“It is exciting to see another record year as Whooping Cranes continue to increase in number and expand 
their winter range,” said Wade Harrell, the Service’s Whooping Crane Recovery Coordinator. In 2023 the 
South San Jose Island and Heron Flats Secondary Survey areas will be added to the Primary Survey 
area as the number of Whooping Crane groups observed there meets the USFWS protocol for inclusion. 
According to Harrell, conserving additional winter habitat for the species will be a key component of future 
recovery efforts.  
  
Population continues slow increase 
Preliminary data analysis of aerial surveys of the Aransas-Wood Buffalo Whooping Crane population 
conducted last winter indicated 543 Whooping Cranes, including 31 juveniles, in the primary survey area 
(approximately 160,125 acres) centered on Aransas National Wildlife Refuge near Austwell, Texas. This 
is an increase with the last survey from winter 2019-2020 estimating 506 Whooping Cranes, indicating the 
population has grown over the last two years.  
 
An additional 38 birds 
were recorded outside the 
primary survey area 
during the survey, which is 
also a record high. This 
marks the fifth year that 
the population has topped 
the 500 mark, although a 
survey was not 
conducted during winter 
2020-2021 due to COVID-
19 concerns.  
 
Harrell said biologists plan 
to conduct the next survey 
in January 2023. 
 
Whooping Cranes are one 
of the rarest birds in North 
America and are highly 
endangered. Cranes have 
been documented to live 
more than 30 years in the wild. Adults generally reach reproductive age at four or five years, and then lay 
two eggs, usually rearing only one chick. 
 
Need More Info? 
More information about the survey and Whooping Cranes can be found on the Aransas National  
Wildlife Refuge website or by calling the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Contact Station at:  
361-349-1181. 
 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 

 
Editor: The following is excerpted from a 11 April 2022 press release by the Center for Biological 
Diversity 
 

USFWS keeps public in the dark while moving ahead with plan to weaken 
Whooping Crane protections  

“It’s appalling that the Biden administration is considering weakening protections for the Whooping Crane 
when these birds’ home will be underwater within decades because of climate change and sea-level rise,” 
said Stephanie Kurose, a senior policy specialist at the Center for Biological Diversity. “It’s doubly 
shameful that the administration would go to such great lengths to keep the public in the dark about this 
disastrous plan.” 
 

Whooping Crane family group from the Aransas-Wood Buffalo population.  

Photo by Klaus Nigge 

https://www.fws.gov/press-release/2021-02/texas-wintering-whooping-crane-survey-canceled-protect-health-safety-during
https://www.fws.gov/press-release/2021-02/texas-wintering-whooping-crane-survey-canceled-protect-health-safety-during
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Aransas/
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/documents-biden-administration-misled-public-over-secret-plan-to-weaken-whooping-crane-protections-2022-04-11/
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/documents-biden-administration-misled-public-over-secret-plan-to-weaken-whooping-crane-protections-2022-04-11/
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To delay alerting the public, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) omitted the Whooping Crane 
proposal from its public-facing workplan for downlisting and delisting species. Gary Frazer, assistant 
director for ecological services, was aware that Service staff did not want to include the downlisting 
proposal in the workplan and questioned that strategy. But ultimately the agency did not include any 
information in the workplan, which was subsequently released in September 2021. 
 
Emails between USFWS personnel: 
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/Emails-RE-Whooping-crane.pdf 
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/Re_Draft_Public_Facing_Down_Delisting_
Workplan_2022-04-08.pdf 
 
In November 2021 the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service began working on its outreach plan, which included 
an internal communications strategy used for “high-profile or controversial announcements.” The 
agency’s talking points conceded that criteria for reclassifying the crane under its recovery plan had only 
been “partially met” and that “the future of Whooping Cranes in the wild is not guaranteed without 
continued protections.” Yet the Service was proposing to remove some protections, including measures 
to minimize collisions with transmission lines and other structures, which would hinder further recovery. 
 
It was not until December 2021 – when the Biden administration released its Fall Unified Agenda – that 
the public was made aware the Service was assessing the Whooping Crane’s status. But the notice 
deceptively stated that “based on the reassessment, the FWS may propose to downlist or delist the 
species, unless the FWS determines no change in its status is warranted,” even though the proposed rule 
was already prepared to move forward. 
 

........................................................................ 

 
Subject: FW: DCN: FWSCOM000244 - Outreach for Whooping Crane (Grus americana) Proposed 
Downlisting  
Date: Tuesday, November 2, 2021 2:54:46 PM 
This package contains the outreach for a 12-month finding/proposed rule to reclassify the Whooping 
Crane as a threatened species.  
USFWS FULL COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY FOR HIGH-PROFILE OR CONTROVERSIAL 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/WC_Comprehensive_Outreach_Plan_2022-
04-08.pdf 
 
[Page 20 of 21] In 2021, we published a notice of initiation of a 5-year review for the Whooping Crane in 
the Federal Register and requested new information that could have a bearing on the status of the 
species. This proposed rule serves as a completion of that 5-year review.  
 
Appendix materials: 

Proposed Reclassification of the Whooping Crane from Endangered to Threatened  
Questions and Answers 
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/WC_pDownlist_FAQs_2022-04-08.pdf 
 

News Release/North America’s Tallest Bird on the Road to Recovery  
Decades of conservation efforts lead to a proposed change from endangered to threatened for whooping 
crane  
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/WC_pDownlist_News_Release_2022-04-
08.pdf 
 

........................................................................ 

 
From: Elizabeth Maclin (she/her/hers) 
Branch Chief for Delisting & Foreign Species  
Ecological Services Program 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Headquarters Office  
RE: Whooping crane proposed downlisting rule Friday, December 3, 2021 12:19:52 PM  

https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/endangered_species/pdfs/Emails-RE-Whooping-crane.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/Re_Draft_Public_Facing_Down_Delisting_Workplan_2022-04-08.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/Emails-RE-Whooping-crane.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/Re_Draft_Public_Facing_Down_Delisting_Workplan_2022-04-08.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/Re_Draft_Public_Facing_Down_Delisting_Workplan_2022-04-08.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/WC_Comprehensive_Outreach_Plan_2022-04-08.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/WC_pDownlist_FAQs_2022-04-08.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/WC_Comprehensive_Outreach_Plan_2022-04-08.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/WC_Comprehensive_Outreach_Plan_2022-04-08.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/WC_pDownlist_FAQs_2022-04-08.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/WC_pDownlist_News_Release_2022-04-08.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/WC_pDownlist_News_Release_2022-04-08.pdf
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https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/Re_Whooping_Crane_Proposed_Downlisti
ng_Rule_2022-04-08.pdf 
 
........................................................................................................................................................... 

 

Eastern Migratory Population of Whooping Cranes 

 

Eastern Migratory Population WHCR Update – June 1, 2022 

Below is the most recent update for the Eastern Migratory Population of Whooping Cranes. In the last 
month, Whooping Crane chicks have hatched! A huge thank-you to the staff of the Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the Departments of Natural Resources of flyway states, the International Crane Foundation, and 
all the volunteers who help us keep track of the cranes throughout the year. We appreciate your 
contribution to the recovery of the Whooping Crane Eastern Migratory Population. This report was 
produced by the International Crane Foundation. Near real-time locations of Whooping Cranes in this 
population is at https://whoopermap.savingcranes.org/ 

 

Population Estimate 
The current estimated population size is 77 (38 F, 37 M, 2 U). 17 of these 77 individuals are wild-hatched 
and the rest are captive-reared. To the best of our knowledge, as of 1 June, there are at least 70 
Whooping Cranes in Wisconsin, and 2 in Michigan. The remaining birds’ locations have not been 
confirmed in the last month.  
 

Reproduction 

• As of 1 June, there are 6 active nests in Wisconsin, and 31 total nests this season.  

• Active nests: 5 renests in Juneau County, 1 renest in St. Croix County 

• Completed since 1 May: 6 in Juneau County (1 hatched, 3 had eggs collected due to black flies, 1 
renest and 1 first nest failed for unknown reasons), 5 in Green Lake County (1 predated, 4 
hatched), 1 in Portage County (hatched), 1 in Sauk County (hatched), 1 in Marquette County 
(unknown outcome), and 1 in Dodge County (hatched). 

 
202 Wild-hatched Cohort 
Chicks listed below in bold are currently alive, as far as we know. So far at least 10 chicks have hatched 
and up to 3 are still alive. These chicks are not yet included in the population totals above. 

• W1-22 (U) and W2-22 (U) hatched early May to parents 12-11 and 5-11 in Juneau County. We 
believe W1-22 is still alive but this family has been hanging out in some areas that are tricky for us 
to see into! 

• W3-22 (U) hatched early May to parents 4-12 and 3-14 in Green Lake County and we believe this 
chick has disappeared but have been unable to confirm. 

• W4-22 (U) hatched to parents 1-17 and W1-19 on their first ever nesting attempt! W4-22 hatched in 
Portage County in early May. 

• W5-22 (U) and W6-22 (U) hatched mid-May to parents 67-15 and 3-17 in Green Lake County. Both 
disappeared by the end of May. 

• W7-22 (U) hatched mid-May to parents 7-17 and 4-14 in Green Lake County, but this chick 
disappeared by the end of May. 

• W8-22 (U) hatched to parents 24-17 and 4-17 in Sauk County during mid-May and disappeared by 
the end of the month. 

• W9-22 (U) hatched to parents 63-15 and 38-17 in Dodge County during late May, but we believe 
this chick has already disappeared.  

• W10-22 (U) hatched to parents 10-15 and 4-13 in Green Lake County during late May. 

 

2021 Cohort 
• W2-21 (U) is still in Green Lake County, WI, where they have been associating with other single 

Whooping Cranes. 

• W11-21 (M) is by himself in Juneau County, WI. 

https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/Re_Whooping_Crane_Proposed_Downlisting_Rule_2022-04-08.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/pdfs/Re_Whooping_Crane_Proposed_Downlisting_Rule_2022-04-08.pdf
https://whoopermap.savingcranes.org/


  Eastern Crane Bulletin – June 2022 
 

8 

• W14-21 (M) was most recently seen in Columbia County with 84-21 (F). 

• 84-21 (F) has traveled around WI during May and was most recently seen in Columbia County with 
W14-21 (M).  

• 85-21 (M) is still in Green Lake County, WI, sometimes with other Whooping Cranes. 

 
2020 Cohort 

• W3-20 (F) was reported in Wood Co, WI, during May. 

• W13-20 (M) is still by himself in Dodge County, WI.  

• W18-20 (F) was last seen with 80-19 (F) in Hopkins County, KY, in February.  
 

Mortality, Long-term missing 

• 69-16 (F) was found dead in Indiana during January 2022. Cause of death is not yet known. 

• W14-20 (M) was confirmed dead in early April, but likely died during Fall 2021. Cause of death is 
undetermined.  

 
To follow the reintroduced eastern population, go here: https://whoopermap.savingcranes.org/ 
Within map locations is a list of WHCR, click on links to individual cranes for its biographical information. 
For biographies of the reintroduced eastern migratory population of Whooping Crane, go here: 
https://www.savingcranes.org/whooping-crane-biographies/ 
 
W = Wild hatched to a wild Whooping Crane pair that then teach the migration route to the juvenile. 
To report a banded Whooping Crane sighting, go here: 
https://www.savingcranes.org/report-whooping-crane/ 
 

............................................................................................................................................................. 
 

General News 

Canada:  

 

The salt plains of Wood Buffalo National Park. Photograph: All Canada Photos/Alamy 

 

https://whoopermap.savingcranes.org/
https://www.savingcranes.org/whooping-crane-biographies/
https://www.savingcranes.org/report-whooping-crane/
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Editor: How many of us enjoy the beauty of our National Parks without giving a second thought as to the 
history of the land protected under the “national parks” banner? What was lost in the process when the 
land was set aside to “preserve” its habitat and wildlife for future generations – who experienced the most 
profound loss? Invariably it was indigenous communities – first removed from the land that for centuries 
they called home, then subjected to government efforts to eradicate their culture, language, and 
traditions. While national parks across the continent have been heralded as conservation victories in 
preserving vast swaths of wilderness and ecologically sensitive areas, some come with a dark history. 
Wood Buffalo National Park is currently under scrutiny due to its threatened status as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site – encroaching Alberta oilsands and major dams on the Peace River are the cause of 
numerous environmental concerns for the park. Almost 30 years after the park was established it  
was discovered to be home to the breeding grounds of the only population of wild Whooping Cranes in 
the world. 
 

A dark side to conservation success 

Wood Buffalo Park was first proposed by Dominion officials as early as 1911, imagined as a game 
sanctuary, the land to be used for preservation of the last-known remaining Wood Bison herd in North 
America. Already, bison hunting (including by Indigenous hunters) had been prohibited under the 1894 
Unorganized Territories Preservation Act. But this law’s provisions were set to last only until 1912. 
Foreseeing that government control over the Wood Bison would soon come to end, and concerned that 
the population still was endangered, several officials from the Canada Department of the Interior sought 
to establish more permanent protections through a national park covering the entire Wood Bison range 
from the Caribou Mountains to the Slave River. 
 
For thousands of years, the Denésuliné (Dené) people hunted and trapped the sprawling boreal forest 
straddling Alberta and the Northwest Territories. But in 1922 they were forced to relocate as Canada 
began creating what would eventually become the sprawling 4.5m hectare Wood Buffalo National Park – 
an area that over thirty years later was discovered to include the breeding grounds of the only population 
in the world of wild Whooping Cranes.  
 
A member of the Denésuliné, Melissa Daniels has travelled for years to northern Alberta to harvest 
naturally occurring salts (roughly four liters) on lands her ancestors once hunted and fished. She blends 
the salt with wildflowers from the woods and sells it in small batches. Daniels runs the wellness company 
Naidie Nezu (“Good Medicine,” in the Dené language). Canada’s national park agency has now ordered 
her to stop. Parks Canada said traditional harvesting of salt for personal use was allowed and was a 
common practice in the park, but commercial harvesting was not permitted.  
 
In addition to 
environmental degradation 
within the park and the 
growing threat of resource 
extraction projects along 
its borders, a 2021 report 
documents how the 
Denésuliné people 
suffered when they  
were ordered out of the 
area. Elders tell stories of 
burned-down cabins and a 
loss of access to their 
hunting grounds. 
 
The following is from A 
History of Wood Buffalo 
National Park’s Relations 
with the Denésuliné 
Executive Summary / 
Including summaries of historical narrative, impacts, and critical interpretations.  3 August 2021 

A salt mound in Wood Buffalo NP, Canada. Photo by All Canada Photos/Alamy 

http://www.willowspringsss.com/blog/a-history-of-relations-between-wood-buffalo-national-park-and-athabasca-chipewyan-first-nation-report-release
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“In 1983, the Park gained international notoriety after it achieved UNESCO status as a World 
Heritage Site, because of its significant bison range and its population of endangered Whooping 
Cranes. Yet, historian Jonathan Sandlos writes that the designation celebrates the Park’s “unique 
natural history” but ignores its “more ambiguous human heritage: the litany of injustice inflicted” 
on Indigenous locals. This is particularly the case for those Denésuliné families who were 
expelled from the Park and separated from their families after 1926 – this litany of injustice 
against the Denésuliné throughout the history of the Park has gone unrecognized and 
unacknowledged by Parks Canada and the wider Canadian public. This history had significant, 
damaging, and intergenerational impacts on these families and the community as a whole, which 
are still experienced to this day.” 
 

In 2020-2021, Willow Springs Strategic Solutions worked with members of Athabasca Chipewyan First 
Nation (ACFN) to undertake extensive research into the history of relations between Wood Buffalo 
National Park (WBNP) and the Denésuliné residents and land-users who were displaced as a direct result 
of its creation. Extensive archival and oral history research conducted for the report reveals that WBNP’s 
1922 creation, 1926 expansion, and management throughout the 20th century, eroded Dené rights and 
sovereignty over a significant portion of their territory and damaged all aspects of the community’s health 
and well-being, governance, kinship networks, and relations to the land and water. The history of the Park 
has been widely interpreted by the community as a history of broken Treaty promises and of violations of 
Dené Treaty and hereditary rights. This story took place within the wider context of violent displacements 
of Indigenous peoples from their territories across Turtle Island* throughout the 20th century.  
 
A History of Wood Buffalo National Park’s Relations with the Denésuliné 
Executive Summary / Including summaries of historical narrative, impacts, and critical interpretations. 
3 August 2021 
http://www.willowspringsss.com/uploads/2/5/5/4/25541460/acfn_wbnp2021_executive_summary_august_
3_2021.pdf 
 
A History of Wood Buffalo National Park’s Relations with The Denésuliné 
Final Report / Including historical narrative, impacts and critical interpretations, with appendices 
10 August 2021 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T8ZgZAwW4cHieI0R_EkLf5dVfMFicUhB/view 

 
A History of Canada's National Parks 
Volume IV, by W.F. Lothian, Chapter 7/ Preserving Canada's Wildlife 
Preserving the Buffalo (after Game Fish Propagation section; no page numbers obvious) 
http://parkscanadahistory.com/publications/history/lothian/eng/vol4/chap8.htm 
 
* Turtle Island is a name for Earth or North America, used by some Indigenous peoples in Canada and the United 
States, as well as by some Indigenous rights activists. The name is based on a common North American Indigenous 
creation story and is in some cultures synonymous with "North America." 

 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

Wilder Institute: Whooping Crane Conservation 

Since 1992, and sponsored by ConocoPhillips Canada, the Wilder Institute has been part of conservation 
breeding for Whooping Cranes. Whooping Cranes born at the Wildlife Conservation Center at the Calgary 
Zoo become part of the captive conservation breeding program or are released in the Eastern migratory 
or Louisiana non-migratory populations. The eggs at the breeding facility are raised by a combination of 
methods; artificial incubation and parent-rearing (by true or conspecific foster parents). 
 
Along with the Institute’s conservation partners, research has focused on Whooping Cranes in and near 
Wood Buffalo National Park where satellite imagery is used to detect nesting Whooping Cranes and 
remote cameras to study causes of reproductive failure. To better identify and understand the reasons for 
hatch failure in these populations, there is the need to discriminate between male infertility and early 
embryo death. Knowledge gained of this underlying biology will improve captive breeding programs and 
identify important research gaps. 
 

http://www.willowspringsss.com/blog/a-history-of-relations-between-wood-buffalo-national-park-and-athabasca-chipewyan-first-nation-report-release
http://www.willowspringsss.com/uploads/2/5/5/4/25541460/acfn_wbnp2021_executive_summary_august_3_2021.pdf
http://www.willowspringsss.com/uploads/2/5/5/4/25541460/acfn_wbnp2021_executive_summary_august_3_2021.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T8ZgZAwW4cHieI0R_EkLf5dVfMFicUhB/view
http://parkscanadahistory.com/publications/history/lothian/eng/vol4/chap8.htm
https://wilderinstitute.org/conservation/whooping-crane/
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Nesting of the Louisiana non-migratory Whooping Crane population falls under this study. Researchers 
have employed data-logger eggs to measure humidity, temperature, and the frequency of egg turning, 
along with nest observation data to understand why some eggs have hatched and others have not. Data 
from this research will be used to improve artificial incubation practices.  
(See ECB June 2019 issue; https://kyc4sandhillcranes.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/eastern-crane-
bulletin_june-2019.pdf 'Spy eggs' may shed light on why some chicks die in the egg, pgs10-11, and As 
the Egg Turns: Monitoring Egg Attendance Behavior in Wild Birds Using Novel Data Logging Technology,  
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article/file?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0097898&type=printable)  
  
By understanding the challenges Whooping Cranes face and improving translocation success through 
research of alternate methods and improving captive and wild reproductive success, researchers hope to 
establish self-sustaining populations of Whooping Cranes in the wild that are genetically stable and 
resilient to environmental events. 
 
Wilder Institute research partners:
Canadian Wildlife Service   
Dallas Zoo 
Environment and Climate Change Canada  
Freeport-McMoRan Audubon Survival Centre 
International Crane Foundation 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

Parks Canada 
San Antonio Zoo 
Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute  
U.S Fish and Wildlife Service 
White Oak Conservation Center 
Wildlife Conservation Centre – Calgary Zoo

 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 

 
Report a Banded Sandhill Crane 
Observations of banded cranes are especially critical to the understanding of cranes habits and 
movements throughout their lives. If you see a crane but did not see its bands or even if it didn't have any 
bands, you may still help by submitting your sighting via eBird. Go to the following to submit your Sandhill 
Crane Finder report: https://sandhillfinder.savingcranes.org/resighting 
 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

Colorado:  

Crane Coalition live-cam provides glimpse into nesting  

Founded in 2012 the Colorado Crane Conservation Coalition (CCCC) is dedicated to the conservation 
and protection of Sandhill Cranes and their habitat in Colorado. Every September, the organization 
presents the annual Yampa Valley Crane Festival in Steamboat Springs.  Now thanks to the CCCC nest 
camera for a second-year individuals in Northwest Colorado can get an up-close and personal view of the 
lives of Greater Sandhill Cranes. The livestream is currently up 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
Viewers can watch a pair of cranes incubating eggs at their nest in Routt County, as well as ask 
questions to coalition experts, share comments, and learn about nesting Sandhill Cranes. 
 
This year’s pair, dubbed Fred and Wilma, display different characteristics then last year’s cranes, Rocky 
and Athena. “They’re providing a lot of insight,” program director Erin Gelling said. “They’re not as loud at 
the nest, they don’t unison call as much and we’re seeing a lot of different behaviors, which is really, 
really fascinating.” 
 
The livestream is made possible due to grants from the Yampa Valley Community Foundation, WHILD 
fund, and with technical assistance and equipment provided by Zirkel Wireless and Photon Syndicate. 
This year’s livestream has been improved thanks to $7,500 from private donors. 
 
Pair of Sandhills switching out nest duties in a snowstorm: https://youtu.be/izewcfKDJa8 
Standoff with an American Mink. Most of the time the mink was right at the feet of the alert crane looking 
out rather than down for a predator!! https://youtu.be/4oiJVnYHBuo 

https://kyc4sandhillcranes.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/eastern-crane-bulletin_june-2019.pdf
https://kyc4sandhillcranes.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/eastern-crane-bulletin_june-2019.pdf
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article/file?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0097898&type=printable
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/canadian-wildlife-service-contact-information.html
https://www.dallaszoo.com/
https://www.dallaszoo.com/
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change.html
https://audubonnatureinstitute.org/survival-center
https://audubonnatureinstitute.org/survival-center
https://savingcranes.org/
https://savingcranes.org/
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/index
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/index
https://sazoo.org/
https://sazoo.org/
https://www.si.edu/unit/conservation-biology-institute
https://www.si.edu/unit/conservation-biology-institute
https://www.fws.gov/
https://www.fws.gov/
https://www.whiteoakwildlife.org/
https://www.whiteoakwildlife.org/
https://www.calgaryzoo.com/
https://www.calgaryzoo.com/
https://ebird.org/
https://sandhillfinder.savingcranes.org/resighting
https://coloradocranes.org/
https://coloradocranes.org/crane-nest-camera
https://yvcf.org/
https://yvcf.org/whild/
https://yvcf.org/whild/
https://youtu.be/izewcfKDJa8
https://youtu.be/4oiJVnYHBuo
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............................................................................................................................. ..................................... 
 
Indiana:  

Whooping Crane family spends winter at Goose Pond FWA, Greene County 

Male Whooping Crane, #18-03 (03 indicates 2003, the year he was born, and that he was the 18th chick 
to be documented), and female, #36-09, have been a pair since spring 2011 and since then spent most of 
their winters in Greene County after migrating from Necedah National Wildlife Refuge in Wisconsin. “The 
male is almost 20 years old, which is amazing,” said Allisyn Gillet, state bird biologist with the Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources. The lifespan of Whooping Cranes in the wild is approximately 22-24 
years. 
 
Part of a reintroduction effort to establish a Whooping Crane Eastern Migratory Population, #18-03, was 
one of the Whooping Cranes raised by biologists and taught the migratory route from Wisconsin to Florida 
with the help of Operation Migration’s ultralight aircraft. Each year groups (cohorts) of juvenile Whooping 
Cranes learned the route that included stopovers the length of Indiana on the way to Florida. In the spring 
the same juveniles reversed the route and returned to Wisconsin on their own. 

According to records of the International Crane Foundation, beginning in 2009, 18-03 has spent most or 
all the winters at Goose Pond Fish and Wildlife Area and nearby spots in Greene County rather than 
continuing to Florida. Known in migration as “short-stopping,” cranes will do this when encountering 
warmer weather and/or if an area with suitable habitat and an abundance of food is found, rather than 
expending energy to go a greater distance south. 
 
At Necedah NWR #18-03 paired with female, #13-03, in 2007 - 2010 and while nesting was attempted, 
the nests failed for one reason or another. He then took up with female DAR #36-09 (part of the Direct 
Autumn Release program) and they began building nests together. In the spring of 2015, the new 
pair hatched their first chick, but it didn't survive. Repeated attempts in 2016, 2017 and 2019 saw eggs 
that hatched but the chicks did not survive. Then in 2020, the pair hatched a chick that lived through July 
but unfortunately did not survive to fledge. 
 
In Fall 2021, the pair successfully fledged a male chick, W11-21 (W= born in the wild). The juvenile was 
captured and banded in early August. The family departed Necedah NWR in mid-November, and after a 
brief detour to western Ohio, they ended up in their usual wintering grounds at Goose Pond FWA, 
Indiana. As many as 10 other Whooping Cranes spent at least some of their 2021 winter months in 
Greene County.  
 
Whenever anyone observes a Whooping Crane, it should be from a distance of at least 350 feet away. If 
a crane raises its head to watch you or changes its behavior in any way, you are too close. Move away! 

W11-21 with parents in Indiana, November 2021. Photo by Sally Most 

https://savingcranes.org/class-of-2003/#18-03
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/necedah
http://www.in.gov/dnr/index.htm
http://www.in.gov/dnr/index.htm
https://savingcranes.org/class-of-2003/#13-03
https://savingcranes.org/class-of-2009/#36-09
https://savingcranes.org/class-of-2021/#w11-21
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This is especially important when young birds are with the adults. If anyone notices inappropriate 
behavior toward the Whooping Cranes, it should report it at 1-800-TIP-IDNR (847-4367).  

 
To read more about family 18-03, 13-03 and W11-21 of the Eastern Migratory Population of Whooping 
Cranes, go to the following for their biographies: 
https://savingcranes.org/class-of-2003/#18-03 
https://savingcranes.org/class-of-2009/#36-09 
https://savingcranes.org/class-of-2021/#w11-21 
 
 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 

Louisiana:  

Recent Facebook posts by Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries - Whooping Cranes 
 
May 25 at 6:20 PM 
After a several week gap in hatches we're happy to announce the arrival of LW14-22 to LF1-98 and 
L10-18! We had to move a few eggs around, so LW14-22 is not the biological offspring of this pair, but 
they don't know that, nor do they care. In Florida, LF1-98 was a very good and experienced mom so we 
hope that experience will pay off with her first chick here in LA, and maybe L10-18 will learn a few things 
from her. 
 

Whooping Crane Use Areas in Louisiana. Cranes have been released at both the White Lake WCA and the Rockefeller Wildlife 

Refuge. map shows the most heavily used areas, as well as parishes that have been visited by cranes at some point since the 

reintroduction began in 2011. Map courtesy of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 

https://savingcranes.org/class-of-2003/#18-03
https://savingcranes.org/class-of-2009/#36-09
https://savingcranes.org/class-of-2021/#w11-21
https://www.facebook.com/lawhoopingcranes/?hc_ref=ART42G6N9X_NI23UcJvC8KMeOQH99DNiiZATdu8Mt9rimGtDOtsIaGxIU7KFriBlkXo&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDBFlPdnBDGPrTbU07A1tejfgyTVEIO7Iu-xCvsjD-p86z6b81z6fe--gJ6ega7qQrch0v9hfduLf4GMSiKeZhthDevrX52wRYhYVia7oHkcWn838RCKtPg2EdCz7-ZvDvkuEC8DyjRrXR6HbDaaOxnkVsFhExa9zTV04sw-OdSXwH5ocH5yUIP3Wu5bdxn5-VBgUm0s8voERv4dTn_uBOpbEwVjRek6ovNbwAeGsnXNMBF49br8K5BHRjZ4TQrT-0OiGkGACInAu27VplpoLaDKwHklQssfcmYpd8kdFd1yx5eIqg04w&__tn__=kC-R
https://www.facebook.com/lawhoopingcranes/posts/pfbid0A5tgrQ7HAA2yBrchuuz5yjWMjUjCLCSBMFi7rejk2H5iwjrQiRcz4JfFgDPAYQMcl?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUx0NtH2KQZEIy6UZIYflgUV0n26tUFqfQniGrHPvmIxCkHk3-HSQmfQSxuYaJmnXvb4cOiLPU0ozIrKArI86_LEYR-_bwnqkwa0YgAftJNURbDHdr8YnULDyLQmLcDZu1CVaHSXnxk3PtLL6I6opq3&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/lawhoopingcranes/posts/pfbid0A5tgrQ7HAA2yBrchuuz5yjWMjUjCLCSBMFi7rejk2H5iwjrQiRcz4JfFgDPAYQMcl?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUx0NtH2KQZEIy6UZIYflgUV0n26tUFqfQniGrHPvmIxCkHk3-HSQmfQSxuYaJmnXvb4cOiLPU0ozIrKArI86_LEYR-_bwnqkwa0YgAftJNURbDHdr8YnULDyLQmLcDZu1CVaHSXnxk3PtLL6I6opq3&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/lawhoopingcranes/posts/pfbid0A5tgrQ7HAA2yBrchuuz5yjWMjUjCLCSBMFi7rejk2H5iwjrQiRcz4JfFgDPAYQMcl?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUx0NtH2KQZEIy6UZIYflgUV0n26tUFqfQniGrHPvmIxCkHk3-HSQmfQSxuYaJmnXvb4cOiLPU0ozIrKArI86_LEYR-_bwnqkwa0YgAftJNURbDHdr8YnULDyLQmLcDZu1CVaHSXnxk3PtLL6I6opq3&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/lawhoopingcranes/posts/pfbid0A5tgrQ7HAA2yBrchuuz5yjWMjUjCLCSBMFi7rejk2H5iwjrQiRcz4JfFgDPAYQMcl?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUx0NtH2KQZEIy6UZIYflgUV0n26tUFqfQniGrHPvmIxCkHk3-HSQmfQSxuYaJmnXvb4cOiLPU0ozIrKArI86_LEYR-_bwnqkwa0YgAftJNURbDHdr8YnULDyLQmLcDZu1CVaHSXnxk3PtLL6I6opq3&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/lawhoopingcranes/posts/pfbid0A5tgrQ7HAA2yBrchuuz5yjWMjUjCLCSBMFi7rejk2H5iwjrQiRcz4JfFgDPAYQMcl?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUx0NtH2KQZEIy6UZIYflgUV0n26tUFqfQniGrHPvmIxCkHk3-HSQmfQSxuYaJmnXvb4cOiLPU0ozIrKArI86_LEYR-_bwnqkwa0YgAftJNURbDHdr8YnULDyLQmLcDZu1CVaHSXnxk3PtLL6I6opq3&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/lawhoopingcranes/posts/pfbid0A5tgrQ7HAA2yBrchuuz5yjWMjUjCLCSBMFi7rejk2H5iwjrQiRcz4JfFgDPAYQMcl?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUx0NtH2KQZEIy6UZIYflgUV0n26tUFqfQniGrHPvmIxCkHk3-HSQmfQSxuYaJmnXvb4cOiLPU0ozIrKArI86_LEYR-_bwnqkwa0YgAftJNURbDHdr8YnULDyLQmLcDZu1CVaHSXnxk3PtLL6I6opq3&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
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May 16 at 9:00 AM   
Nebraska conservation photographer, Michael Forsberg @mforsbergphoto is working on a big project 
focused on Whooping Cranes! Part of the project will document whooping crane habitat using time-lapse 
cameras TRLcam.com. Two of these cameras have been installed here in LA and will focus on the most 
important habitats used by LA whooping cranes - freshwater marsh and rice/crawfish agriculture. The 
cameras will capture images every 30 minutes during daylight hours for the next year! We're very grateful 
to the private landowners who are hosting these cameras and are excited to see what they capture! For 
more on Mike's project you can check out this article: https://www.cbc.ca/.../photographing-whooping-
crane... 
 
May 6 at 9:00 PM   
Although it has slowed down a bit, nesting season continues! So far this year there have been 22 nest 
attempts by 17 pairs (17 first nests, 5 renests). As of yesterday, there were still 5 active nests and 7 of 12 
wild-hatched chicks remain alive, with the oldest just a few weeks from fledging! A few additional pairs 
have new platforms, so we expect some new nests in the coming weeks! In comparison with previous 
years: we had more first nests hatch chicks, several which are still alive so that has meant less renests 
than in previous years. 

 
May 2 at 10:15 AM   
We're excited to share that we have a new pair nesting this year and the female is a wild hatched bird! 
Male L21-17 and female LW3-18 have been paired for several years and built platforms (basically a nest 
with no eggs) the past two years, but finally, this was the year for her to lay eggs! Last week when we 
checked them, they had just done a nest exchange and L21-17 was taking his turn incubating the eggs 
while LW3-18 preened nearby. 
 

LDWF checks on endangered Whooping Cranes find birds to be in good health 

State wildlife officials say recent checks on endangered Whooping Cranes found the birds to be in good 
condition. Officials caught 21 Whooping Cranes – 12 male and nine female – between November and 
early March. While the main purpose was to replace transmitters, wildlife officers also used the 
opportunity to give the birds a quick exam and collect samples.  All the birds were found to be healthy. 
 

Help LDWF by reporting all Whooping Crane sightings and violations 

If you are lucky enough to see a Whooping Crane, please do not approach it, even in a vehicle, to avoid 
habituating the birds to human activity. If you share the sighting on social media, bird listservs, or other 
public sites, please do not share location information more specific than county or parish level. 
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/page/report-a-whooping-crane-sighting-or-violation 

 
If you see a Whooping Crane elsewhere in the eastern United States (besides Louisiana), please report 
it here: https://www.savingcranes.org/report-whooping-crane/  
 
If you see a Whooping Crane in the western United States, please report it here: 
https://whoopingcrane.com/report-a-sighting/ 
Note: Whooping Cranes in the Louisiana population have been known to travel into surrounding states. 
 
Anyone witnessing suspicious activity involving Whooping Cranes is advised to call the LDWF’s 
Enforcement Division at 1-800-442-2511 or use the tip411 program, which may offer a cash reward 
for information leading to arrests or convictions. To use the tip411 program, citizens can text 
LADWF and their tip to 847411 or download the "LADWF Tips" iPhone app from the Apple iTunes 
store free of charge. Citizen Observer, the tip411 provider, uses technology that removes all 
identifying information before LDWF receives the text so that LDWF cannot identify the sender.  
 
For LDWF updates on the Louisiana non-migratory population of Whooping Cranes, go here:  
https://www.facebook.com/lawhoopingcranes/ 
 
For more general information about the cranes, go here: 
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/subhome/whooping-crane 
 

https://www.facebook.com/mforsbergphoto?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVBh_gwlRQHqQ55UrZICtkMxPjOEU0hDR60BVP2iW1pTjJ4U0LeYNSQkDObFfpiyAwfieEHThUrj5YlaE5f9ieSgR3qZN6lNbUHGl5uCbJVwsQ3epnizKJKIVCRM_aXZWVtZdWuIWJ5cqu8b1PJRKhk&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2F_u%2Fmforsbergphoto%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1wzR1bEnV9aInPrrYH3qYT0LkH8OOVFvQOuNDG443KR-B0ZKKgbuxrPE8&h=AT1E04jSdgaqFeQ9wZSXLk9aP78XAsYDy6NkZqfmDXQ7K8Nc76Z-QCf_LcGU7pUcNygZl9AACZJxfIZkpOo1wQZ9gahghpgo-PyQ0f-7FYyzuKAjmCIcmFDC7jB4npK5OWu5tY46CTDIrU5KGzrrKeQmGQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT3M32xUPCGndcj9cJSd_f8GubbL6S0YVZVgFIzL9CxnStHr114BIpvum_g6WuAMF_ncINwZzhMbDqrTcaCiv8heam5VbgQNfE4qqF3-vaIqGFe9jvgoIXgOQDYPNaPhho-12-F1QErckv_le3TeVj7oewZLxYNqYuBXF0H7VEfIlw
https://www.facebook.com/trlcam/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVBh_gwlRQHqQ55UrZICtkMxPjOEU0hDR60BVP2iW1pTjJ4U0LeYNSQkDObFfpiyAwfieEHThUrj5YlaE5f9ieSgR3qZN6lNbUHGl5uCbJVwsQ3epnizKJKIVCRM_aXZWVtZdWuIWJ5cqu8b1PJRKhk&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/photographing-whooping-crane-migration-for-conservation-1.6436568?fbclid=IwAR0bE-M6Y3Da3Vs1bgeuFEyqrN-DuAn_QuYks5ToZTVgU7mhBwpL9IJa6Mw
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/photographing-whooping-crane-migration-for-conservation-1.6436568?fbclid=IwAR0bE-M6Y3Da3Vs1bgeuFEyqrN-DuAn_QuYks5ToZTVgU7mhBwpL9IJa6Mw
https://www.facebook.com/lawhoopingcranes/posts/365467225607417?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVVJh8GdtiCqpVXt7rf8AHoWSmqv2W3fvHT_7fEsv8OfRY3T_lMhf_ZubqvTUbImi3wp56wbqEdxKUkgiBbD-I7Ac1SEbn0lS5YHTZ6OUm2-y3fKLc8fyKXhhjULkCkSemsANtVNdEWXZgY_r46kqVo&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/page/report-a-whooping-crane-sighting-or-violation
https://www.savingcranes.org/report-whooping-crane/
https://whoopingcrane.com/report-a-sighting/
https://www.facebook.com/lawhoopingcranes/
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/subhome/whooping-crane
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Nebraska: 

Rowe Sanctuary UV Light avoidance system UPDATE 

As part of one of the world's great migration events, hundreds of thousands of Sandhill Cranes 
congregate in the Central Platte Valley in late winter-early spring to rest and forage with most using the 
Kearney-to-Grand Island River segment – flying right by the power lines that cross the Platte River west 
of the Rowe Sanctuary’s visitors center. A few weeks later, endangered Whooping Cranes in the 
Aransas-Wood Buffalo population follow the same migration route stopping for a few days at some of the 
same south-central Nebraska habitats.  Researcher Dave Baasch, threatened and endangered species 
specialist at the Crane Trust near Alda, said U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service staff sightings indicate 
Whooping Cranes spend a quarter of that time on the Platte River.  
 
In efforts to reduce, or eliminate powerline strikes, the Sanctuary installed in February 2021 a collision 
avoidance system that includes battery-powered light boxes and solar panels. Powerful UV light from the 
box on a power pole crossbar is projected north down a power line crossing the Platte River west of 
Rowe Sanctuary’s visitors center. A similar unit on the north side of the river projects UV light down 
another line east of the center. Costs of the units – $15,000-$17,000 each – were covered by Rowe 
donors, Dawson Public Power District, and the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.  

 
During the 2021 crane season, as part of a $25,000 study, two-person teams in blinds collected daily data 
starting before sunset to around midnight to determine if shining UV light down such lines can reduce 

crane collisions, especially at night. Of particular interest was the crane behaviors near the power line – 

“climbing” up and over lines; “flaring,” when a line is seen and dangerous aversion actions take cranes 
up, over or through lines, and “reverse,” when cranes saw the lines from a distance and turned around. 
 
The new avian avoidance collision system decreased collisions by nearly 90%, say the experts. “When 
the lights were on, cranes avoided the power lines sooner,” Baasch said. “Not only were the collisions 

UV lights on powerlines and Sandhill Cranes. Photo by James Dwyer/EDM International 

https://www.audubon.org/news/a-simple-technology-could-help-stop-birds-colliding-power-lines
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reduced, but their reactions were also quicker.”   “It shows that this kind of technology can be effective for 
use on other structures that also are potential hazards to cranes,” Wagner said. 
 
The data presented in the research paper by Wagner, Hegg and David Baasch, the Crane Trust’s 
threatened and endangered species specialist, has been approved for publication by the Journal of Avian 
Conservation and Ecology. 

 
Man-made structures are far from the only hazard for Sandhill and Whooping Cranes. Other dangers: 
Legal late-fall-into-winter crane hunting in other Central Flyway states, predators, disease, and habitat 
changes that include growing water demands for agriculture, municipalities, businesses, and other uses. 
 
Covered in the Eastern Crane Bulletin /March 2021 issue, p. 9-10 UV-A lights installed to minimize 
overnight powerline collisions, https://kyc4sandhillcranes.files.wordpress.com/2021/03/eastern-crane-
bulletin_march-2021.pdf 
 
“A Simple Technology Could Help Stop Birds from Colliding with Power Lines”  
By Jessica Leber/July 19, 2019/Audubon 
https://www.audubon.org/news/a-simple-technology-could-help-stop-birds-colliding-power-lines 
 

 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 

Ohio: 

2022 Midwest Sandhill Crane survey results 

Sandhill Cranes were once extirpated from Ohio. They returned to Wayne County in 1987 to breed and 
have been slowly expanding ever since. However, they are still listed as a threatened species in Ohio. 
 
Observers found 371 Sandhill Cranes in Ohio as part of the one-day April 2022 Midwest Crane Count, 
according to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Division of Wildlife. The count was 
coordinated by the Division of Wildlife, International Crane Foundation and Ohio Bird Conservation 
Initiative and was conducted in 24 pre-selected counties during the crane’s nesting season. Counties 
were selected based on the availability of wetland habitat that cranes use for nesting. 
 
The top seven counties with the most sightings were Wayne (84), Lucas (60), Geauga (56), Trumbull 
(47), Holmes (18), Ottawa (17), and Wyandot (17). Volunteers searched crane habitat within a 10-square 
mile survey block. Results were reported via eBird. 
 
Volunteers interested in helping with the 2023 Midwest Crane Count can mark their calendars for April 15, 
2023. 
 

.................................................................................................................................................................. 

Texas: 

$35K raised at 25th Annual Whooping Crane Festival reinvested in Aransas 
community 

This year, the annual festival held in Port Aransas to celebrate the return of the Whooping Cranes to their 
wintering habitat at the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, raised $35,000 for the local community. Six 
non-profits will be awarded these funds, including the Port Aransas Independent School District 
Scholarship Fund, Amos Rehabilitation Keep, Port Aransas Nature Preserves, Port Aransas Community 
Theatre, Port Aransas Art Center, and the International Crane Foundation. 
 
“Over the past twenty-five years we've been proud to host this signature festival, and we look forward to 
continuing to bring awareness to the wildlife in our area in addition to supporting our local schools, 
organizations and conservation efforts,” said Brett Stawar, President & CEO of the Port Aransas Tourism 
Bureau & Chamber of Commerce. 

  

https://kyc4sandhillcranes.files.wordpress.com/2021/03/eastern-crane-bulletin_march-2021.pdf
https://kyc4sandhillcranes.files.wordpress.com/2021/03/eastern-crane-bulletin_march-2021.pdf
https://www.audubon.org/content/jessica-leber
https://www.audubon.org/content/jessica-leber
https://www.audubon.org/news/a-simple-technology-could-help-stop-birds-colliding-power-lines
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.................................................................................................................................................................. 

Washington: 

Methow Wildlife Area closes section to protect nesting Sandhill Cranes  

A portion of the Methow Wildlife Area has been closed through September to protect a pair of nesting 
Sandhill Cranes. Identified as a species of “greatest conservation need” under Washington state law, it is 
also the first known pair to have nested in the Methow Valley. 
 
The Sandhill Crane pair has returned to nest for the second straight year in a 34,500-acre protected area 
off Highway 20 between Winthrop and Mazama just northwest of Twisp. In 2021 the pair nested there and 
successfully hatched two chicks that unfortunately died soon after. Game officials hope that with the 
closure of a 240-acre section of the reserve this year ups the chances of chick survival. 
 
"We don't have confirmation if they have laid eggs, but they are nesting in the area," said Staci Lehman, a 
spokesperson for the Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife in Eastern Washington. 
 
Officials have recognized 40 mated pairs in Washington state, mostly in Klickitat and Yakima counties, 
according to the Department of Fish & Wildlife. 
 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 

Wisconsin: 

Cranes of the World now open for 2022 visitor season! 

The International Crane Foundation 
(ICF) is the only place on Earth 
where visitors can see all 15 of the 
world’s crane species – and they 
can’t wait to share the $10M 
transformation with you! Located in 
Baraboo amid the farmlands of 
southern Wisconsin,  
the International Crane Foundation’s 
headquarters is just ten minutes from 
the Wisconsin Dells and surrounding 
Baraboo Hills. Visitors may enjoy 
learning about the world’s cranes, 
take a hike on the beautiful nature 
trails, or browse nature-themed items 
from around the world in the ICF  
gift shop. To enjoy a flyover tour of the newly renovated International Crane Foundation’s headquarters, 
go here:  https://youtu.be/z3kp1VNfnt8 
 
Consider joining ICF’s flock by becoming a member and help support their work on crane conservation, 
ecosystems, watersheds, and flyways on which they depend – both here and worldwide. 
https://savingcranes.org/get-involved/membership/ 
 
 

............................................................................................................................................................. 

Habitat Matters! 

Critical midwestern IBA habitat threatened 

The Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge has provided a critical habitat to native 
species since it was first established in 1924. Named a Wetland of International Importance and a 
Globally Important Bird Area – the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, known as the 
Ramsar Convention, is an intergovernmental treaty that provides the framework for national action and 
international cooperation for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources – 

https://wdfw.wa.gov/places-to-go/wildlife-areas/methow-wildlife-area
https://youtu.be/z3kp1VNfnt8
https://savingcranes.org/get-involved/membership/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/upper-mississippi-river
https://wetlandscenter.fhsu.edu/about/wetlands-of-international-importance/index.html
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/landtrust/important-bird-areas/
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the Refuge has also hosted endangered Whooping Cranes.  
The Refuge covers 261 river miles from Wabasha, Minnesota to Rock Island, Illinois, protecting more 
than 240,000 acres of Mississippi River floodplain. “More than 290 species of birds migrate throughout 
the refuge every year,” the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service reports. “About 40% of the waterfowl in the nation 
use the Mississippi River as a travel corridor in the fall migration and the refuge is particularly known to 
host large flocks of Tundra Swans and large rafts of Canvasback Ducks between mid-October and the 
winter freeze-up. It’s also a popular outdoor recreation spot for local communities. 
 
In January 2022 the Refuge was protected when a federal judge sided with Defenders of Wildlife and its 
partners and blocked the planned construction of a $492 million transmission line. Under consideration by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service the construction would have allowed the industrial-scale, 20-story high 
electricity transmission towers to cut through an unspoiled area of the refuge. A federal judge ruled that 
these giant towers are inconsistent with the purposes of the Upper Mississippi Wildlife and Fish Refuge. It 
was also found that the Service had not analyzed alternatives to the huge power lines. By not appealing 
the ruling USFWS has an opportunity to disavow any land exchange that would allow destructive, 
incompatible use of the refuge. Developers are appealing the ruling. 
 

.................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

From Texas to Fort Smith, N.W.T. conservation photographer documents 
Whooping Crane migration  

Mike Forsberg, a Nebraska conservation photographer, has been travelling the "Whooper highway" for 
the last month following the 5,084 km migration path of the Whooping Cranes – declared an endangered 
species in 1970 – beginning in Aransas, Texas where the cranes spend the winter months, to their 
breeding grounds in Canada. Forsberg and his three-man team are documenting the changes on the 
crane's migration path, and the people who encounter them along the way, to show the importance of 
conserving their habitat.   
 
To do this, the team has set up time-lapse cameras along the entire migration corridor. Each camera, 
approximately 12 in total, will take a photo every half hour for the next year. The first camera was placed 
in Aransas National Wildlife Refuge and the last in Wood Buffalo National Park, Alberta Canada. 

Mike Forsberg flying over northern Alberta, making his way along the Whooping Crane migration path to Wood Buffalo 

National Park in Fort Smith. (Submitted by Chris Boyer/kestrelaerial.com) 

 

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/upper-mississippi-river/about-us#:~:text=Just%20as%20the%20refuge%20provides,boat%2C%20swim%20and%20much%20more.
https://defenders.org/newsroom/judge-halts-power-line-through-upper-mississippi-river-national-wildlife-refuge
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"You get to see the change of the seasons, you get to see the change of the weather," said Forsberg. 
"You can make the land come alive in a way that it's a living breathing thing."  
 
Forsberg, pilot Chris Boyer from Montana, and ground operations coordinator Jeff Dale – also from 
Nebraska – left Texas by ground and air on April 6 and arrived in Fort Smith, Northwest Territories 
(N.W.T.), on April 25, 2022. The team only moved on to the next location when all the external conditions 
allowed it – thereby making the same decisions the cranes must make during their journey. 
 
While in Fort Smith, Forsberg met with local Whooping Crane expert Ronnie Schaefer, to gather 
information on the local nesting habitat and behaviors from a traditional knowledge perspective.  
Schaefer was able to share what he's learned from observation and from oral history about the crane's 
northern diet of snails, frogs, and snakes, something Forsberg said had previously been unknown by 
southern biologists. 
 

Forsberg plans to write a book on the 
experience, which will include photos 
and a collection of voices from people 
he met along the way. The research 
his team collects will be used to create 
educational resources, and eventually, 
he hopes, a documentary. 
 
Forsberg hopes to unveil the project in 
October 2023, to coincide with the 
50th anniversary of the Endangered 
Species Act and the 50th anniversary 
of the International Crane Foundation. 
 
He said following the cranes in their 
320 km wide migration corridor was a 
powerful experience: seeing the 
landscape change and connecting it 
with the wildlife and the people along 
the way "It's a significant time to tell 
the story of these birds," said 
Forsberg. "It's the last truly wild 

migrating flock of birds. If this flock didn't exist, we wouldn't have Whooping Cranes on the planet 
anymore." 
 
Forsberg has also been working closely with Lori Parker, an ecologist at Wood Buffalo National Park.  
In addition to assisting on the recent trip, Parker will also help coordinate Forsberg's return to the area in 
late May. In that final stage of the project Forsberg is planning to photograph a Whooping Crane nest.  
He will set up in a blind for 10 days, without leaving, to minimize the impact on the crane's habitat and 
other wildlife.  

 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 

 
Canada: 

Sandhills showing up in Tantramar Marsh, near the New Brunswick-Nova 
Scotia border  

While Gary Donaldson, the Atlantic manager of protected areas and stewardship for the Canadian 
Wildlife Service is not quite sure when the cranes started to frequent the marshes and fields near 
Jolicure, New Brunswick, it is thought that they may have been coming to the area for years before being 
observed and reported several years ago. Sandhill Cranes are a mid-continent bird – commonly seen 
around the Prairies and mid-western United States and in breeding populations in Ontario. Donaldson 
believes that the cranes returning to the Tantramar Marsh area are breeding and nesting there.  

A sign in Wood Buffalo National Park warns the public about the Whooping 

Crane's sensitive nesting habitat. (Carla Ulrich/CBC) 
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The Tantramar Marshes, also known as the 
Tintamarre National Wildlife Area, is a tidal 
saltmarsh around the Bay of Fundy on the 
Isthmus of Chignecto, and includes a vast 
area of saturated soils, wetlands, and 
farmers’ fields. The low-lying area connects 
the two Maritime provinces and has recently 
been a subject of climate concern, as there 
is the possibility of seawater flooding the 
entire area if steps aren't taken to keep the 
tides out.  
 
"This is a man-made habitat, and as such  
it doesn't function the same as a natural 
wetland," said Donaldson, the Atlantic 
manager of protected areas and 
stewardship for the Canadian Wildlife 
Service.  The designs were put in place to 
protect wildlife, specifically ducks, herons and other waterfowl. Each design was cut to encourage 
breeding and nesting. And since different birds respond better to different designs, the mixing of so many 
different cuts allow for a sort of division of the species in the marsh. 
 
"We used a few techniques that we definitely don't use anymore," Donaldson said. "Those might have 
involved dynamite and explosives." "Seemed like a good idea at the time."   
 
For years these designs carved into New Brunswick’s Tantramar Marsh may not have been obvious  
to those on foot, but with the help of drone and satellite mapping app technology they are now visible to 
everyone. Click on the following for a drone flyover of the marsh: 
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2024865347546/ 
 

Odd designs – meant to encourage breeding and nesting of different waterfowl species – were carved into the human-made 

wildlife habitat of the Tintamarre National Wildlife Reserve at the New Brunswick-Nova Scotia border. Photo by Shane 

Fowler/CBC News 

Sandhill Crane foraging in field in New Brunswick.  

Photo by Nick Landry 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tantramar_Marshes
https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/longform/at-the-crossroads
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2024865347546/
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...................................................................................................................................................... ............ 

Nebraska: 

Nebraska Guard recognized for work to protect Whooping Crane habitat  

During spring and fall migrations, the area along the Platte River in Nebraska is critical stopover habitat 
for Whooping Cranes. This area also happens to be where the Nebraska Army National Guard 
(NEARNG) conducts its aviation exercises – vital training needed to ensure readiness. The challenge? 
Protect the endangered cranes and other migratory species while also eliminating the conflicts the 
training exercises could cause if not timed, managed, and planned comprehensively. 
 
As part of this the Nebraska Army National Guard partnered with the Crane Trust to enhance habitat in 
key sites around 357 acres of trust-owned lands. The Crane Protection Team led efforts to bury 2.7 miles 
of powerlines along the Platte River corridor. Powerlines have been shown as the No. 1 killer of 
Whooping Cranes and other birds, including Sandhill Cranes, Piping Plovers, and Least Terns. 
 
The team disced sandbars on approximately 300 acres, removing vegetation to allow for sandbar mobility 
and formation. Sandbars provide roosting habitat for Whooping Cranes, breeding habitat for terns and 
plovers, while creating a natural barrier from predators and human disturbance. 
 
Approximately 57 acres of undesirable woody plant species encroaching on the river roosting habitat was 
also removed – particularly invasive cedar. Keeping roosting habitat available benefits cranes and 
grassland nesting birds, migratory waterfowl and Regal Fritillary and Monarch butterflies. 
 
“A feasibility study will be completed this year for construction of viewing platforms for people to see the 
cranes. The platform would include educational displays about the military support of conservation and 
the NEARNG’s role in improving crane habitat,” said Brice Krohn, Crane Trust president, adding that the 
Crane Protection Team is looking for other innovative ways to blend conservation and training needs. 
 
Editor: See KUDOS section to read about the Army Environmental Award given the Nebraska Army 
National Guard for its work with the U.S. Geological Survey and the Crane Trust to study endangered 
Whooping Crane behavior during the annual migration through central Nebraska.   
 
 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 

Utah: 

 
Some habitat found in the Swaner Nature Preserve. 
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Swaner Nature Preserve – monitoring Sandhill eggs  

Since 2008 a pair of Sandhills has returned annually to the same location in the Swaner Nature Preserve 
to nest. This year, Swaner Preserve and EcoCenter Executive Director, Nell Larson, said the pair of 
cranes arrived in Park City in early March after overwintering in New Mexico. The cranes, featured on the 
Swaner webcam, laid two eggs at the end of March that are expected to hatch in early May. The Swaner 
Preserve usually hosts between five and seven pairs of nesting cranes.  To learn more, go here: 
https://www.visitparkcity.com/blog/post/visit-the-swaner-nature-preserve-and-learn-about-environmental-
stewardship-in-park-city/ 
 
 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 
 

Texas: 

Reconnecting Texas' Cedar Bayou with the Gulf of Mexico after 35 years 

In June 1979, an exploratory oil well suffered a blowout in the Gulf of Mexico. The resulting oil spill was 
one of the largest in history. Oil that reached the shore impacted a wide area of approximately 162 miles. 
As the oil spill moved northward from Mexican to U.S. waters, skimmers and booms were used to block 
the inlets to bays and lagoons. 
 
Forming a passage between the Gulf of Mexico and Mesquite Bay, Cedar Bayou separated San Jose 
Island and Matagorda Island, two barrier islands that help protect the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge. 
The refuge is home to populations of Alligator, Armadillo, Javelina, Roseate Spoonbill, and White-tailed 
Deer, and is the wintering ground for the world’s only wild population (Aransas-Wood Buffalo) of 
endangered Whooping Cranes.  
 
Sand was bulldozed to block Cedar Bayou, preventing oil from entering Mesquite Bay and washing onto 
the shores of the wildlife refuge. However, this interrupted the exchange of Gulf waters with Mesquite Bay 
and prevented the eggs and larvae of fish, shrimp, and crabs from entering the bay – the delicate balance 
species were dependent on. 
 
In 2011, Aransas County secured a permit from the Army Corps of Engineers for a new effort to unblock 
the bayou. Approximately 540,000 cubic yards (413,000 cubic meters) of material were removed with a 
hydraulic dredge, excavators, and off-road trucks. 
  
On 25 September 2022, Cedar Bayou and nearby Vinson Slough were reconnected to the Gulf for the 
first time in 35 years. Aransas County Judge Burt Mills manned the excavator that made the final cut 
releasing the waters of Cedar Bayou into the Gulf of Mexico. Biologists suggest the open pass will benefit 

https://www.visitparkcity.com/blog/post/visit-the-swaner-nature-preserve-and-learn-about-environmental-stewardship-in-park-city/
https://www.visitparkcity.com/blog/post/visit-the-swaner-nature-preserve-and-learn-about-environmental-stewardship-in-park-city/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ixtoc_I_oil_spill
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the production of shrimp, crabs, flounder, redfish and myriad organisms that make up a healthy 
ecosystem, including the iconic cranes, which feed on blue crabs. 
 
According to Mark Ray, board chairman of the Coastal Conservation Association (CCA), the effort was 
one of the biggest single infrastructure projects his organization had been involved in. It’s a dream come 

true,” he said, “a $9 million gift to the Texas Coast.” 

 
 

..................................................................................................................................................... 

ENVIRONMENTAL impact issues:  

USFWS reverses own science on pesticide’s harm to wildlife; allows use 

In March 2022 it was announced that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) had reversed its 
previous findings that a widely used and highly toxic pesticide – Malathion – could jeopardize dozens of 
plants and animals with extinction. This was after chemical manufacturers pledged that they would 
change product labels for malathion so that “it’s used more carefully by consumers.” Wildlife service 
officials now say Malathion could cause limited harm to hundreds of species but is unlikely to jeopardize 
any of them with extinction if labels that dictate its use are changed. Their conclusion depends on 
farmers, gardeners and other consumers abiding by the instructions on where and when to use the 
pesticide. 

 
Federal regulations for Malathion have 
been under review in response to 
longstanding complaints that the 
pesticide used to control 
mosquitoes, grasshoppers and other 
insects also kills many protected plants 
and animals. The USFWS had 
determined in a draft finding in April 
2021 that Malathion could threaten the 
continued existence of 78 imperiled 
species, including the Mississippi 
Sandhill Crane, and cause lesser harm 
to many more.  
 
According to the U.S. Geological 
Survey every year almost a million 
pounds of Malathion are used on crops 
in California, Florida, Washington, 
Oregon, Ohio, and other states. A 
staggering 2 million pounds is used 
every year in home gardens, for 
mosquito control and other uses, 
according to data from a 2018 
government survey. The amount used 
on farmland has fallen by about two-
thirds since its 1998 peak, according to 
the data. Malathion is considered highly 
toxic to insects, fish, and crustaceans. 
International health officials have said 
the chemical is probably carcinogenic  
to humans. 

 
The review of Malathion’s impacts on wildlife came under a legal agreement with the Center for Biological 
Diversity. The environmental group first sued the EPA two decades ago, for failing to consult with other 
federal agencies about the risks of pesticides on wildlife and plants and filed more lawsuits leading up to 
its 2013 settlement with the Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Whooping Crane with snake. Photo by C Mei 

https://apnews.com/article/droughts-science-government-and-politics-business-environment-and-nature-8c5863077b1e8f3876dd7d0b4426d27c
https://water.usgs.gov/nawqa/pnsp/usage/maps/show_map.php?year=2019&map=MALATHION&hilo=L
https://water.usgs.gov/nawqa/pnsp/usage/maps/show_map.php?year=2019&map=MALATHION&hilo=L


  Eastern Crane Bulletin – June 2022 
 

24 

In 2017, the Associated Press reported a push by Dow Chemical for the Trump administration to ignore 
government studies on a family of pesticides that includes Malathion. The lobbying came after initial 
findings from the EPA that the pesticides had negative effects on more than 1,000 endangered and 
threatened species. 
 
To read more in the “AP Exclusive: Pesticide maker tries to kill risk study” by Michael Biesecker, 20 April 
2017, go here: https://apnews.com/article/74ae870f3554457ba25e584ed0fecc05 
 
The following are excerpts from the same. 
…Over the past four years, federal scientists have compiled an official record running more than 10,000 
pages indicating the three pesticides under review — Chlorpyrifos, Diazinon and Malathion — pose a risk 
to nearly every endangered species they studied. Regulators at the three federal agencies, which share 
responsibilities for enforcing the Endangered Species Act, are close to issuing findings expected to result 
in new limits on how and where the highly toxic pesticides can be used. 
 
… The EPA’s recent biological evaluation of Chlorpyrifos found the pesticide is “likely to adversely affect” 
1,778 of the 1,835 animals and plants accessed as part of its study, including critically endangered or 
threatened species of frogs, fish, birds, and mammals. Similar results were shown for Malathion and 
Diazinon. 
 
To read the following 8 March 2022 press release from the Center for Biological Diversity, click on link: 
“U.S. Fish and Wildlife Reverses Course, Asserts That Neurotoxic Pesticide Malathion Will Not Put a 
Single Protected Species at Risk of Extinction – 
Agency Adopts Debunked Trump-Era Methods to Discard Its Own Science Saying Malathion Likely 
Jeopardizes Nearly 1,300 Protected Species” 
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/us-fish-and-wildlife-service-refuses-to-protect-any-
endangered-species-from-neurotoxic-pesticide-2022-03-08/ 
 

............................................................................................................................................................. 
 
Science News: 

Counting Cranes/Platte Basin Timelapse (PBT) 

The team takes off before sunrise from Hastings to fly to Chapman then heads west to make the 82-mile survey route along the 

Platte to Overton before returning to Hastings. 

https://apnews.com/article/74ae870f3554457ba25e584ed0fecc05
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/us-fish-and-wildlife-service-refuses-to-protect-any-endangered-species-from-neurotoxic-pesticide-2022-03-08/
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/us-fish-and-wildlife-service-refuses-to-protect-any-endangered-species-from-neurotoxic-pesticide-2022-03-08/
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Imagine trying to count hundreds of thousands of birds in a matter of seconds. This is what Andy Caven 
does every spring – from a plane. In March, upwards of a million Sandhill Cranes pass through 
Nebraska's central Platte River Valley. For the past 20 years, the Crane Trust has conducted aerial 
surveys of Sandhill Crane roosts to get an accurate count of the number of birds that pass through. 
Caven has led the count for the last seven years. The team flies for 10 weeks from mid-February to mid-
April.  Over the years the character of the braided Platte River has changed. Where cranes once 
congregated, they may no longer be found, but have moved to new areas. Cranes are coming earlier, 
staying longer, and packing into smaller areas, and wherever there are still areas of wet meadow prairies 
there is increasing density of cranes. The Crane Trust is dedicated to the protection and maintenance of 
critical habitat for Whooping Cranes, Sandhill Cranes, and other migratory birds along the Big Bend 
Region of the Platte River Valley through sound science, habitat management, community outreach and 
education. The counts are a large part of fulfilling that mission. 
 
Watch the following video as Caven and his team take us behind the scenes to show us how counting 
cranes process is done, what biologists have learned, and why it's important: 
https://coyotegulch.blog/2022/03/13/film-counting-cranes-platte-basin-timelapse/ 
https://vimeo.com/683137095   
 
"It's important because we still have this amazing thing to come and witness. It is not just the largest 
gathering of cranes in North America, it's the largest gathering of cranes in the world." – Andy Caven 
 
..........................................................................................................................................................................................  
 
Endangered and Threatened Species of the Platte River 

Executive Summary 
Endangered and Threatened Species of the Platte River 
Committee on Endangered and Threatened Species in the Platte River Basin, National Research Council  
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/10978.html 
ISBN: 978-0-309-09230-2, 336 pages, 6 x 9, hardback (2004) 

 
In 2003, the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) asked the National Academies to direct its investigative 
arm, the National Research Council, to evaluate independently the habitat requirements for the Whooping 
Crane, Piping Plover, interior Least Tern, and Pallid Sturgeon; to examine the scientific aspects of 
USFWS’s instream-flow recommendations and habitat suitability guidelines; and to assess the scientific 
support for the connections among the physical systems of the river related to the habitat as explained 
and modeled by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) (Box S-1). To help focus the National Research 
Council’s task, the Governance Committee offered 10 specific questions related to science and policy for 
the four threatened and endangered species (Box S-2).  
 
The National Research Council formed the Committee on Endangered and Threatened Species in the 
Platte River Basin to address the charge. The 14-member committee includes biologists specializing in 
the study of cranes, plovers, terns, and sturgeon; ecologists; engineers specializing in hydraulics, 
hydrology, and civil-environmental topics; a geomorphologist; a geographer; legal, economic, and water-
policy experts; and a farmer.  
 
Statement of Task for the National Research Council  
A multidisciplinary committee will be established to evaluate the central Platte River habitat needs of the 
federally listed whooping crane, Northern Great Plains breeding population of the piping plover, interior 
least tern, and the Lower Platte River habitat needs of the pallid sturgeon. The committee will review the 
government’s assessments of how current Platte River operations and resulting hydrogeomorphological 
and ecological habitat conditions affect the likelihood of survival of and/or limit the recovery of these 
species, and whether other Platte River habitats do or can provide the same values that are essential to 
the survival and/ or recovery of these species. The committee will consider the scientific foundations for 
the current federal designation of central Platte habitat as “critical habitat” for the Whooping Crane and 
Northern Great Plains breeding population of the Piping Plover.  
 
The study will also examine the scientific aspects of (1) the processes and methods used by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service in developing its Central Platte River instream-flow recommendations, taking the 
needs of the listed species into account (i.e., annual pulse flows, and peak flows); (2) characteristics 

https://coyotegulch.blog/2022/03/13/film-counting-cranes-platte-basin-timelapse/
https://vimeo.com/683137095
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/10978.html
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described in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service habitat suitability guidelines for the central Platte River; 
and (3) the U.S. Department of Interior’s conclusions about the interrelation- ships among sediment 
movement, hydrologic flow, vegetation, and channel morphology in the central Platte River.  
 
To read the full-text article or download a full-text PDF, go here: 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/261861615_Endangered_and_Threatened_Species_of_the_Pla
tte_River 
 
..........................................................................................................................................................................................  

Whooping Crane Collisions with Power Lines: An Issue Paper  

Thomas V. Stehn, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, P.O. Box 100, Austwell, TX 77950, USA  
Tom Wassenich1, Texas State University, San Marcos, TX 78666, USA  
2008  

 
Abstract: Collision with power lines is the greatest source of mortality for fledged Whooping Cranes 
(Grus americana) in the Aransas-Wood Buffalo population (AWBP) that migrate between the Northwest 
Territories, Canada to the Texas coast. This paper compiles 45 documented Whooping Crane mortalities 
from power line strikes in North America and provides known information on crane / power line 
interactions. A map of the AWBP whooping crane migration corridor was derived with 100- and 200-mile-
wide corridors delineated showing the location of known mortalities. Recommendations are provided to 
try to reduce this major threat facing Whooping Cranes.  
 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE NORTH AMERICAN CRANE WORKSHOP 10:25–36  
 
To read the full text, or download a full-text PDF, go here: 
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1203&context=nacwgproc 
 

............................................................................................................................................................. 

 
In Memoriam 

Kyoko (Matsumoto) Archibald 

From the International Crane Foundation ~ It is with deep sadness that we share this news.  
 
Kyoko (Matsumoto) Archibald, 
71, passed away from Acute 
Myeloid Leukemia at St. Mary's 
Hospital, in Madison, Wisconsin, 
on March 11, 2022. She is 
survived by her husband, George 
Archibald, Co-Founder of the 
International Crane Foundation, 
her 99-year-old mother Shizue, 
two sisters Yuko and Setsuko  
in Japan, and her beloved kitties, 
chickens, peacocks, and 
honeybees. 
 
Born in Yokohama, Japan, in 
1950 to Toshio and Shizue 
Matsumoto, Kyoko was a child 
who loved to play outdoors. She 
attended and graduated from 
Tokyo University of Science in 
1973 and taught high school mathematics for several years. Photography was a hobby that took her to 
northern Japan to photograph the magnificent, Red-crowned Cranes. Famed photographer Tsuneo 

Kyoko and George Archibald working in their garden. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/261861615_Endangered_and_Threatened_Species_of_the_Platte_River
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/261861615_Endangered_and_Threatened_Species_of_the_Platte_River
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1203&context=nacwgproc
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Hayashida met Kyoko in 1978 and invited her to serve as his interpreter on a trip to the U.S. to 
photograph cranes and visit the International Crane Foundation in Baraboo, WI. Fascinated by cranes 
and the foundation's mission to help them, Kyoko returned to Baraboo as a volunteer in 1979. Kyoko and 
George were married in 1981.  
 

Kyoko, a true nurturer, spent her time on their lovely farm in the 
rolling hills just outside Baraboo. It was there that she tended 
God's bounty; gardens, beehives, chickens, and her favorite 
Araucanas that lay the beautiful blue eggs. She was well-known 
for her meticulous care of stray or wounded animals. Many who 
knew her will remember "Star" darling, a baby starling abandoned 
in the barn. Kyoko rescued her and taught her to sing Twinkle, 
Twinkle, Little Star. She sang for 14 years! 
 
Kyoko was an amazing cook and often provided delicious meals to 
friends in need—not to mention always having the first item to 
disappear at any potluck. She was an exquisite knitter, undaunted 
by intricate patterns. She loved her Baraboo community but 
always returned to her native Japan each year to visit her family. 
More recently, during the pandemic, Kyoko was an instructor for 
the Bible Study Fellowship and spent many hours in Christian 
studies via the Internet connecting with other women around the 
world. 
 
Kyoko had a special place in her heart for children. At Walnut Hill 
Bible Church, she was a second mother/grandmother to many 

children. As their teacher, she was loved by so many at After School Bible Club, 5 Day Club, and Sunday 
School. She entertained many of them at the farm with picnics, fun, and a large assortment of birds. 
 
Kyoko was a gentle spirit with a bright light. She will be missed by everyone who knew her. To honor 
Kyoko's love of children the Kyoko Archibald Fund for Children (KAFC) has been established at Walnut 
Hill Bible Church, Baraboo, WI.  

 

 

“May the wind under your wings bear you where the sun sails and the moon walks.”   

 
~J.R.R. Tolkien 

 
............................................................................................................................................................. 

KUDOS: 

Nebraska Guard recognized for working to protect Whooping Cranes  

The Nebraska Army National Guard (NEARNG) was awarded 1st place for Natural Resources 
Management (Individual/Team) in the 2022 Secretary of the Army Environmental Awards for its Natural 
Resource Conservation teamwork with the U.S. Geological Survey and the Crane Trust to study 
endangered Whooping Crane behavior during their annual migration through central Nebraska, and  
its work in assisting in the development of environmental models that can help protect the cranes in 
multiple states.  
 
“Protecting cranes protects the mission,” said Larry Vrtiska, Nebraska Military Department Environmental 
Program Manager, citing the formation of the Crane Protection Team with NEARNG, U.S. Geological 
Survey, and the private Crane Trust, which led planning and modeling efforts to mitigate potential 
conflicts. “These models not only enable military training but also any other activities on state or federal 
lands within the migration corridor. This work is validation that conservation and training activities can  
be compatible.” 

Kyoko and “Star” her European Starling  
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Vrtiska said the Crane Protection Team developed a predictive model based on habitat that takes crane 
risk factors into account along the entire migration path through multiple states. This information enabled 
the NEARNG to plan its training flight paths and aviation exercises to minimize the likelihood of 
interaction with migrating birds. 
 
“The size and scope of the migration corridor meant that in many instances, mitigation practices were 
being required to protect cranes, even when the likelihood of contact was exceedingly low,” said Vrtiska. 
“By developing the predictive model, the team is allowing NEARNG to assess relative risk for Whooping 
Crane encounters with a degree of accuracy never before possible.” 
 
Editor: Read more above under Habitat Matters! section about the work done by the Nebraska Army 
National Guard in partnership with the Crane Trust to enhance habitat in key sites around 357 acres of 
trust-owned lands. 

 
............................................................................................................................................................. 

Upcoming Events: 

Editor: While more of the nation’s population fully vaccinated and boosted against COVID-19, there may 
still be cancellations or postponement of scheduled events due to uncertainties from the highly 
contagious Omicron variant of the virus. When making your plans remember to check with coordinators 
as festival information may change. 
 

An Evening with the Cranes 
Date: Saturday June 25, 2022, 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Location: International Crane Foundation Headquarters 
                E11376 Shady Lane Rd 
                Baraboo WI 53913 
 
Tickets are $80 for international Crane Foundation members and $100 for non-members. Your ticket 
price includes a commemorative wine or beer glass so you can celebrate cranes for years to come! All 
proceeds from the event support the International Crane Foundation’s crane and conservation efforts. 
To purchase tickets by phone, please call 608-356-9462 ext. 807.  
View our event Frequently Asked Questions.  https://savingcranes.org/ewtc/ 

 
Tanana Valley Sandhill Crane Festival  
Tanana Valley Alaska  
Dates: Friday, August 19 – Sunday, August 21, 2022  
Location: Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge, Tanana Valley,  

   1300 College Road, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
Sponsoring Organization: Friends of Creamer's Field and Arctic Audubon Society 
Celebrate fall migration and Sandhill Cranes at Creamer’s Field! There are events throughout the 
weekend, including two guided walks to our bird banding station. 
Most events are free of charge. For the complete schedule of events go here: 
https://friendsofcreamersfield.org or Friends of Creamer's Field: 907-978-8457 
 

Yampa Valley Crane Festival  
Dates: Thursday, September 1 – Sunday, September 4, 2022 
Location: Steamboat Springs and Hayden, Colorado 
 
Greater Sandhill Cranes are an iconic species of the Yampa Valley and Northwest Colorado.  
In 2012, the Colorado Crane Conservation Coalition, Inc. sponsored the inaugural Yampa Valley Crane 
Festival. Colorado Crane Conservation Coalition is dedicated to the conservation and protection of 
Greater Sandhill Cranes in Colorado. The festival seeks to educate the public about cranes and to 
emphasize conservation of the special habitat that supports the cranes and the many other species of 
birds and wildlife in Northwest Colorado.   
 
Keynote speaker is U.S Fish & Wildlife Service Rocky Mountain Crane Expert, Dr. Dan Collins 

file:///C:/Users/maryyandell/Desktop/•EASTERN%20CRANE%20BULLETIN/•%20Eastern%20Crane%20Bulletin/2022/June/Word%20docs/View%20our%20event%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions
https://savingcranes.org/ewtc/
https://friendsofcreamersfield.org/
https://friendsofcreamersfield.org/


  Eastern Crane Bulletin – June 2022 
 

29 

Stay tuned for more information about our 2022 festival. The full schedule will be posted by July 1st and 
registration begins July 15th. coloradocranes.org 

 
Whooping Crane and Nature Festival 
Date: Saturday September 10, 2022 
Location: Princeton Public School (corner of Hwy 23/73 and Old Green Lake Road, Princeton WI 54968) 

   Princeton, Wisconsin 
 
Head out to Princeton, Wisconsin, for the Whooping Crane and Nature Festival on September 10, 2022. 
Enjoy a fun-packed day of family-friendly festivities, including guest speakers, craft fair, music, and 
delicious food! Explore White River Marsh State Wildlife Area and celebrate our ongoing efforts to save 
the Endangered Whooping Crane from extinction. Click here to learn more. 
 

5th Annual Greater Yellowstone Crane Festival  
Dates: September 12 – September 17, 2022 
Location: Driggs, Idaho/Teton Valley 
 
The Greater Yellowstone Crane Festival is held to celebrate the annual migration of Sandhill Cranes 
through Teton Valley and supports the efforts of the Greater Yellowstone Sandhill Crane Initiative which 
works to protect crucial habitat and resources for the largest staging population of Sandhill Cranes in the 
Greater Yellowstone and the myriad of iconic species that call the region home. 
For more information go to: www.tetonlandtrust.org 
 

International Crane Foundation Member Appreciation Day 
Date: September 17, 2022, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Location: International Crane Foundation Headquarters 
                E11376 Shady Lane Rd 
                Baraboo WI 53913 
Members Matter! Learn about our work to save cranes and their habitats through talks and presentations 
by our talented staff, enjoy tours of the Cranes of the World exhibits, and experience special behind the 
scenes events. 
Not a member? Join the flock today. Updates will be posted on the ICF website: 
https://www.savingcranes.org 

 
Kiwanis Club CraneFest 
Dates: October 8 - October 9, 2022 
Noon until Dusk 
Location: Kiwanis Youth Conservation Area 
               22300 15 Mile Rd, Bellevue MI 
 
CraneFest was formed to raise awareness and appreciation of our natural heritage and to support the 
ongoing educational and conservation efforts of Michigan Audubon as they apply to the Bernard W. Baker 
Sanctuary. Witness the annual fall migration of thousands of Sandhill Cranes when these majestic birds 
leave their favorite feeding fields at dusk and head to Big Marsh Lake.  
 
Since 1994 Michigan Audubon, in partnership with the Kiwanis Club of Battle Creek, organized the 
Sandhill Crane and art festival. The CraneFest event is now owned by the Kiwanis Club of Battle Creek. If 
you would like more information about the event or if you have questions, please contact the Kiwanis 
Club of Battle Creek through their Facebook page or by email at kiwanis.battlecreek@gmail.com. 
 
Kankakee River Sandhill Crane Paddle  
Date: Sunday, October 9, 2022 
Time: Check website for times 
Venue: Yellow River Public Access at English Lake to Dunn's Bridge 
Address: English Lake Yellow River Access, English Lake, IN  
Phone: 224-415-6554 
Admission: Check website for fees 
Details still to come – https://nwipa.org/events 

http://coloradocranes.org/
https://princetonwi.com/whooping-crane-festival/
http://www.tetonlandtrust.org/
https://www.savingcranes.org/support-icf/membership/
https://www.savingcranes.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BattleCreekKiwanisClub
mailto:kiwanis.battlecreek@gmail.com
http://www.indianadunes.com/beaches-and-beyond/fishing/listings/jasper-pulaski-fish-and-wildlife-area
http://maps.google.com/?q=English%20Lake%20Yellow%20River%20Access+English%20Lake+IN+
tel:2244156554
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Join Northwest Indiana Paddlers, family, and friends for this annual fall event. A relaxing 8.6 mile paddle 
down the Kankakee River will be followed by a trip to Jasper-Pulaski Fish and Wildlife Area where you will 
witness one of America's greatest wildlife spectacles: tens of thousands of Sandhill Cranes visiting the 
shallow marches on their annual migration. Don't forget your binoculars and cameras! 
 
 
............................................................................................................................................................. 
 
The Eastern Crane Bulletin is issued quarterly (March, June, September, and December).  
To receive this E-bulletin contact: 
 
Mary W. Yandell, Editor 
Kentucky Coalition for Sandhill Cranes 
kyc4sandhillcranes.com 
kycoalition4sandhillcranes@gmail.com 
mtwyandell@gmail.com 
 
Or 
 
Cynthia Routledge 
Southeastern Avian Research 
Specializing in Winter Hummingbird banding 
www.southeasternavianresearch.org 
The Tennessee Ornithological Society 
www.tnbirds.org  
routledges@bellsouth.net 
 
For archived issues of the Eastern Crane Bulletin click here: 
http://kyc4sandhillcranes.com/eastern-crane-bulletin/ 
 
We never lend or sell our E-bulletin recipient list.  
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