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The Eastern Crane E-bulletin covers news about the Eastern Populations of Sandhill and Whooping 
Cranes, as well as general information about cranes and the continuing work for the protection of these 
birds and their habitats.  
 
............................................................................................................................................................. 

 
Editor:  A non-lethal seed treatment – Avipel® – a taste deterrent currently available to farmers, is a 
solution to crop damage. If the Wisconsin State Senate worked to make this treatment cost-effective for 
farmers, crop damage would be reduced. Creating a Sandhill Crane hunting season would be a less 
effective approach and could have an indirect negative impact on the slow-to-reproduce Sandhill Cranes 
or cause direct harm to the iconic Whooping Cranes.  

 

Solution to crop loss is farmers’ access to effective seed treatment – not a 
Sandhill hunting season 

The International Crane Foundation (ICF), located in Baraboo, Wisconsin is dedicated to the research 
and protection of the world's 15 crane species and the ecosystems on which they rely – across the globe 
in 55 countries and on 5 continents. In North America ICF works on behalf of both the most populous 
crane species in the world and the rarest.  According to the ICF, there are about 800 Whooping Cranes (a 
species found only in North America), left in the world – both in the wild and captivity – and Sandhill 
Cranes that number more than 820,000. 

 
By 1936 the Eastern Population (EP) of Greater Sandhill Cranes 
(Grus canadensis tabida) was reduced to perhaps 25 nesting pairs 
in Wisconsin, 10 nesting pairs in Michigan and a handful located 
elsewhere in the Upper and Lower Peninsulas due to loss of 
habitat and unregulated hunting.  Since that time recovery of 
Greater Sandhill Cranes is a conservation success but will 
increase the potential for crop damage if problems caused by high 
crane density remain unresolved. In spring, cranes consume 
planted corn kernels (Zea mays), causing significant damage. 
(Barzen et al. 2020). 
 
In October 2021 the Wisconsin State Senate introduced SB-620 
as a part of a broader 13-bill package aimed to promote "sporting 
freedom," and viewed in part as a “solution” to spring crop 
damage. If approved, it would require the DNR to authorize a 
Wisconsin Sandhill Crane hunting season. 
 

There are concerns that with a Sandhill season comes the possibility of misidentification between Sandhill 
and Whooping Cranes, potentially harming the small – currently 78 individuals – members of the 
reintroduced Eastern Migratory Population of Whooping Cranes. "There's really just no way of knowing 
the level of risk to Whooping Cranes from a Sandhill Crane hunting season," said Anne Lacy, the senior 
manager of North America Programs for the International Crane Foundation.  "We just know there is one 
and that level of risk is not anything we want to take."   

The International 

Crane Foundation 

has been working on 

the issue of crop 

damage for decades, 

working on a 

solution, and the 

solution is not 

hunting. 
 

https://legiscan.com/WI/text/SB620/2021
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2021/10/06/gop-bills-allow-concealed-carry-without-license-sandhill-crane-hunt/6025797001/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2021/10/06/gop-bills-allow-concealed-carry-without-license-sandhill-crane-hunt/6025797001/
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Some of the most outspoken proponents for 
a Wisconsin Sandhill season point to crop 
predation by Sandhill Cranes feeding on 
newly germinated seeds – one that impacts 
crop yield later in the season. Although a 
hunt would do nothing to address spring 
crop damage as waterfowl hunting is limited 
to late summer or fall when crop damage is 
nonexistent. Sandhills will continue to eat 
seeds unless the seeds are treated.  
 
From 1999 to 2001 and 2007 to 2009 ICF 
experimented with resolving crane damage. 

Seeds treated with either insecticides or anthraquinone (AQ) were not consumed in planted fields while 
untreated seeds were, causing a 19.6% reduction in seedling density where cranes foraged. Insecticides 
tested were inappropriate for future use while performance of AQ mimicked that of insecticides but was 
environmentally acceptable and economical to use. (Barzen et al. 2020).  
 
Where concentration of Avitec™ [now Avipel®] on the corn seeds was adequate (liquid or powder), it 
successfully deterred crane herbivory even though crane use of the fields remained high. Non-treated 
fields had higher damage as crane use increased, whereas treated fields had low or no damage, even 
with increased crane use. An effective deterrent is a win-win situation for both cranes and farmers. Its use 
protects a valuable crop while allowing cranes to access critical food items in cultivated fields, which also 
confers a benefit to the farmer (i.e., consumption of crop pests). Farmers can solve the problem more 
economically on their own without handling toxic seed treatments. Successful solutions such as this 
example are critical for advancing wildlife conservation on private lands. (Lacy, A. and J.A. Barzen 2010) 

 
A non-lethal seed treatment, Avipel®, 9,10 anthraquinone (AQ), can be applied as a powder or liquid to 
seeds of most grain crops. AQ is a chemical derived from plants and is thought to affect cranes as a taste 
deterrent or a gut irritant. While gut receptors are sensitive to AQ, other receptors also function to 
facilitate aversion. Tested birds have the ability to detect AQ through taste, sight, and smell. 

Stand reduction in a cornfield caused by Sandhill Cranes. The extensive brown areas of the field left and below the dashed 

line have virtually no seedlings. Corn to the right and above the dashed line was treated with repellent whereas the remaining 

field was not. – From 2017 USDA Wildlife Damage Management Technical Series, Sandhill and Whooping Cranes. Photo by 

Anne Lacy, International Crane Foundation. 

 

Holes left by Sandhill Crane probing for planted seeds. – From 2017 

USDA Wildlife Damage Management Technical Series, Sandhill and 

Whooping Cranes. Photo by Su Liying 
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Although Avipel® is technically a pesticide in that it repels a pest (cranes), it is important to remember  
that it has no insecticidal properties. When cranes first encounter Avipel-treated seeds they learn that all  
germinating seeds have been treated. Researchers observed marked cranes foraging in treated corn 
fields and saw birds that sampled planted kernels in treated rows shake their heads and spit out the 
kernels. Cranes then move on to other food items, such as soil insects, earthworms, and waste grain, but 
remain in the cornfield. Treating corn seed with AQ effectively removes planted corn from the cranes’ 
“menu.”  (Lacy et al. 2013, Barzen, J.A. and K. Ballinger. 2017)  
 
Repellent-treated seeds do not necessarily prevent cranes from using and foraging in crop fields. Cranes 
with an aversion to the treated seeds can distinguish one food item from another and usually forage on 
other food items (i.e., earthworms, insects) in the same field without causing damage. Therefore, it is not 
necessary to disperse cranes from AQ-treated fields. Allowing birds to stay in a AQ -treated field reduces 
the chance that the cranes will acclimate to the repellent and prevents the problem from being moved 
elsewhere. Since cranes inevitably switch their diet from seeds to other foods as seedlings grow, the 
repellent simply changes the timing of when corn or other crops become unavailable. (Barzen, J.A. and K. 
Ballinger. 2017) 
 
Though cranes selected germinating corn fields, regardless of treatment, they used fields containing 
treated corn without causing damage. Cranes were generalists when selecting food items within a field 
and likely switched food items when exposed to treated corn but were specialists when selecting field 
types within a home range. Deterrence at geographic scales where species are generalists may reduce 
the chance for habituation. (Barzen et al. 2020). 
 
While some farmers have expressed support of the proposed hunt, others have focused on how hunting 
in the 1800s nearly pushed the bird into extinction. Wisconsin serves as the bird's breeding ground, Lacy 
said, so hunting them here could end up having severe impacts to the birds’ ability to reproduce.  “We 
can’t advocate for a hunting season if we believe that it might do indirect harm to the population or direct 
harm to something like the Whooping Crane,” Lacy said. 
 
Non-lethal solutions to crop damage are available right now and it is something that can be solved if state 
government was truly concerned about the livelihood of Wisconsin farmers. By helping farmers with 
affordable access to this effective seed treatment is the first step to preventing crane crop damage. 
 
 
Barzen, J. A., A. P. Gossens, A. E. Lacy and B. S. Yandell. 2020. Applying hierarchical resource selection concepts 
to solving crop damage caused by birds. https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.207 
Conservation Science and Practice. 2021; 3:e207. https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.207 
 
Barzen, J., A. Gossens and A. E. Lacy. 2018. Sandhill crane foraging behavior and damage estimates in cornfields 
during spring.  
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/329686548_SANDHILL_CRANE_FORAGING_BEHAVIOR_AND_DAMAGE
_ESTIMATES_IN_CORNFIELDS_DURING_SPRING 
 
Barzen, J. A.and K. Ballinger. 2018. Effective and sustainable prevention of avian damage to planted seeds through 
seed treatment. 
 https://www.researchgate.net/publication/329686474_EFFECTIVE_AND_SUSTAINABLE_PREVENTION_OF_AVIA
N_DAMAGE_TO_PLANTED_SEEDS_THROUGH_SEED_TREATMENT 
 
Barzen, J.A. and K. Ballinger. 2017. Sandhill and Whooping Cranes. Wildlife Damage Management Technical Series. 
USDA, APHIS, WS National Wildlife Research Center. Ft. Collins, Colorado. 16p.  
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wildlife_damage/reports/Wildlife%20Damage%20Management%20Technical%20Series/
Cranes-WDM-Technical-Series.pdf 
 
Lacy, A.E., J. A. Barzen, and A. Gossens. 2018. Testing three chemicals for crane crop damage deterrence.  
 
Lacy, A. E., J. A. Barzen, E. Cullen and S. Schramm. 2013. Protect your corn from cranes. 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/261862414_Protect_your_corn_from_cranes 
 
Lacy, A. E. and J. A. Barzen. 2010. Evaluating chemical deterrence at two spatial scales: the effectiveness of 
chemical deterrence for Sandhill Cranes in cornfields 

https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.207
https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.207
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/329686548_SANDHILL_CRANE_FORAGING_BEHAVIOR_AND_DAMAGE_ESTIMATES_IN_CORNFIELDS_DURING_SPRING
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/329686548_SANDHILL_CRANE_FORAGING_BEHAVIOR_AND_DAMAGE_ESTIMATES_IN_CORNFIELDS_DURING_SPRING
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/329686474_EFFECTIVE_AND_SUSTAINABLE_PREVENTION_OF_AVIAN_DAMAGE_TO_PLANTED_SEEDS_THROUGH_SEED_TREATMENT
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/329686474_EFFECTIVE_AND_SUSTAINABLE_PREVENTION_OF_AVIAN_DAMAGE_TO_PLANTED_SEEDS_THROUGH_SEED_TREATMENT
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wildlife_damage/reports/Wildlife%20Damage%20Management%20Technical%20Series/Cranes-WDM-Technical-Series.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wildlife_damage/reports/Wildlife%20Damage%20Management%20Technical%20Series/Cranes-WDM-Technical-Series.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/261862414_Protect_your_corn_from_cranes
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/280661893_EVALUATING_CHEMICAL_DETERRENCE_AT_TWO_SPATI
AL_SCALES_THE_EFFECTIVENESS_OF_CHEMICAL_DETERRENCE_FOR_SANDHILL_CRANES_IN_CORNFIE
LDS 

 

 
 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

Editor: The following statement concerning the proposed Sandhill season in Wisconsin was issued by 
the International Crane Foundation, 26 January 2022. It is an update to the statement in the December 
2021 issue of the Eastern Crane Bulletin. 
 

Sandhill Cranes, crop depredation, and hunting in Wisconsin 

Cranes evoke a strong emotional and spiritual connection for many people in Wisconsin and around the 
world. Cranes and the habitats they use are valued and supported by hunters, wildlife enthusiasts, 
farmers, and many other people in urban and rural areas across the state. 
 
Once nearly lost from Wisconsin, Sandhill Cranes have undergone a dramatic population recovery over 
the past 70 years and are now a widespread breeding bird across our region. The recovery of the 
Sandhill Crane population is mostly attributed to their ability to adapt to agricultural landscapes in 
Wisconsin, coupled with hunting regulations and wetland protections that allowed this slow-reproducing 
species to thrive in the wild. Sandhill Cranes can be beneficial to farms at certain times of the year when 
they feed on agricultural pests and waste grain. However, cranes can also congregate in large numbers 
during the spring planting season, and in particular, locales cause damage to new shoots of corn and 
other crops. 
 
A bill (SB-620) is currently under consideration in the Wisconsin State Assembly to create a 
hunting season for Sandhill Cranes in Wisconsin. Click here to view the bill. Approval of a Sandhill 
Crane hunt is sought by the Wisconsin Corn Growers Association and other farmers to reduce crop 
depredation on farms and trigger compensation payments to farmers. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/280661893_EVALUATING_CHEMICAL_DETERRENCE_AT_TWO_SPATIAL_SCALES_THE_EFFECTIVENESS_OF_CHEMICAL_DETERRENCE_FOR_SANDHILL_CRANES_IN_CORNFIELDS
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/280661893_EVALUATING_CHEMICAL_DETERRENCE_AT_TWO_SPATIAL_SCALES_THE_EFFECTIVENESS_OF_CHEMICAL_DETERRENCE_FOR_SANDHILL_CRANES_IN_CORNFIELDS
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/280661893_EVALUATING_CHEMICAL_DETERRENCE_AT_TWO_SPATIAL_SCALES_THE_EFFECTIVENESS_OF_CHEMICAL_DETERRENCE_FOR_SANDHILL_CRANES_IN_CORNFIELDS
https://legiscan.com/WI/text/SB620/2021
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The International Crane Foundation would like to work together on effective, non-lethal 
solutions to continue the successful recovery of Sandhill Cranes and support farmers in 

Wisconsin. 

 
Any consideration of a potential crane hunt should be undertaken using the best available science and 
diverse opinions while sharing a vision for sustaining healthy crane populations on healthy landscapes. 
The International Crane Foundation has the following concerns about the proposed hunt: 
 

1. Hunting is not a solution for crop damage caused by Sandhill Cranes. But solutions are 

available.  

• Crop damage by cranes is a real problem but there is no sustainable level of hunting of Sandhill 
Cranes that will solve this problem. Recreational waterfowl hunting is limited to late summer or 
fall, but crop damage from cranes occurs primarily in the spring when the cranes feed on the 
germinating corn seeds or other crops soon after planting. 
 

• The International Crane Foundation helped develop an effective chemical deterrent (Avipel) that 
offers a much more effective alternative for reducing crop damage than a limited crane hunt. 
 

• Farmers need support to address the added expense and inconvenience of applying 
Avipel. Alternative, more sustainable solutions for farmers include ensuring that all corn seed is 
treated at the point of manufacture with Avipel or other deterrents to cranes and other wildlife that 
may prey on germinating corn or seeds. Such availability would very substantially reduce the cost 
of deterrents per acre and the inconvenience of applying deterrents on the farm. 

 
• We also need improved policies that better support farmers by allowing payments for crop 

damage by wildlife species that do not have a hunting season. Currently, an approved hunting 
season is necessary for farmers to qualify for claims under the statewide Wildlife Damage 
Abatement and Claims Program. 
 

• We are committed to working with farmers, seed producers, legislators, and all others to solve 
crop damage through non-lethal methods. 

 

2. Sandhill Cranes do not have the biological character of a game species. If not very 
carefully managed, Sandhill Crane hunting will harm populations. 

• Over the last 70 years, Wisconsin’s Sandhill Crane population has recovered remarkably from 
very low numbers, but Sandhill Crane pairs reproduce very slowly. Most pairs do not successfully 
nest until 4-5 years of age, lay only two eggs, and typically only one hatchling survives to fledge 
once every three years. These characteristics contrast sharply with other game species that 
reproduce rapidly and recover quickly. 
 

• Around the world, hunting poses a threat to other crane species due to their slow rate of 
reproduction. Hunting was a key factor in the near loss of Sandhill Cranes from the Midwest and 
the near extinction of Whooping Cranes in North America. 
 

• Although the eastern population of Sandhill Cranes is already hunted in several states, the 
proposed legislation would lead to the first authorized hunt on their core breeding grounds. There 
is a significant risk that local breeding populations of Sandhill Cranes can be overharvested. 

 

3. The accidental shooting of Whooping Cranes is a threat to their successful reintroduction 

into Wisconsin and the eastern United States. 

• The International Crane Foundation and partners have worked for 20 years to reintroduce the 
endangered Whooping Crane to Wisconsin and its flyway in the eastern United States. This small 
and young population is highly vulnerable to any deaths of adult breeding birds. 
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• Reintroduced Whooping Cranes are often found with groups of Sandhill Cranes. Young 
Whooping Cranes are mottled brown and can be easily mid-identified as Sandhill Cranes, 
especially in the early morning and low light typical of hunting conditions. 
 

• Since the Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership established the Eastern Migratory Population of 
Whooping Cranes in 2001, at least one in 10 deaths have been caused by shooting. This has 
clearly delayed the success of the reintroduction, and a Sandhill Crane hunt would likely increase 
the risk further. 

 

4. Cranes evoke a strong cultural and spiritual connection for many people in Wisconsin and 
around the world. 

• Most of the 9,500 members of the International Crane Foundation are strongly against the hunt 
due to the cultural and social values they place on this charismatic species. Our staff and 
members include avid waterfowl hunters and farmers who do not favor a Sandhill Crane hunt. 
 

• Millions of dollars are invested each year in crane-related tourism and associated businesses 
across the United States, and this is a growing industry in Wisconsin. 
 

The International Crane Foundation is a trusted source of information on Sandhill Cranes and their 
management. Through over 30 years of research on Sandhill Cranes, and hosting of the Annual Midwest 
Crane Count, the International Crane Foundation has a unique database and understanding of Sandhill 
Cranes. We share this knowledge through our website and direct discussion with stakeholders concerned 
about the hunt decision or any other conservation issue involving Sandhill Cranes. 
 
LEARN MORE 

Federal and state conservation agencies have created a management plan for the Eastern Population of 
Greater Sandhill Cranes that identifies the framework for hunting in this population: Management Plan 
for the Eastern Population of Sandhill Cranes (2010) 
 

 
SB-620 Update:  
The bill was not moved forward for consideration in the fall 2021 
Wisconsin State legislative session. We will continue to monitor the 
situation, as the bill may be discussed in winter 2022. 
 
We continue to encourage you to contact your legislators and write 
“letters to the editor” to share your personal views on a possible 
Sandhill Crane hunt in Wisconsin and why cranes on the 
landscape matter to you. Every voice is important! 
Find Your State Legislators 
 

 
 
............................................................................................................................................................ 

 
Aransas-Wood Buffalo Whooping Cranes 
 

2022 Whooping Crane Spring migration underway – Report your sightings!  

Friends of the Wild Whoopers is asking the public, beginning in April, to report any Whooping Cranes they 
see along rivers, wetlands, and fields. If you should observe a Whooping Crane as they migrate along the 
Central Flyway, please report your observations to the proper wildlife agency/agencies in your state. 
Please include where and when the bird(s) were observed and whether they were banded and are 
carrying telemetry. Indicate color band combinations and which leg(s) the bands/telemetry are on. Please 
do not approach the cranes but use spotting scopes to ascertain the information. If a crane changes its 
behavior, you are too close!  
 

https://savingcranes.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/05/management_plan_eastern_sandhill_population.pdf
https://savingcranes.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/05/management_plan_eastern_sandhill_population.pdf
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/
https://www.friendsofthewildwhoopers.org/about-us/
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The shooting deaths of 4 Whooping Cranes in Oklahoma in November/December 2021 
underscores the need not only for the work being done to raise public awareness of the species, 
but as to the importance of monitoring Whoopers during their bi-annual migration. And, while this 
may not stop intentional killings by poachers, the added vigilance will help aid in the cranes’ safe 
passage to and from their breeding grounds in Woods Buffalo National Park, NWT Canada. 
 
Following is a list of agencies and contact information compiled by Friends of the Wild Whoopers: 
 

Canada 
For any sightings of Whooping Cranes in 
Canada: Whooping Crane Hotline is  
306-975-5595 will get you to Wildlife Biologist 
John Conkin. Leave a detailed message for  
a callback. 
 

Montana Reports 
Allison Begley 
MT Fish, Wildlife, & Parks 
1420 East Sixth Avenue 
Helena, MT  59620 
abegley@mt.gov 
(406) 444-3370 
 
Jim Hansen 
MT Fish, Wildlife, & Parks 
2300 Lake Elmo Drive 
Billings, MT  59105 
jihansen@mt.gov 
(406) 247-2957 
 

North Dakota 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service offices at 
Lostwood, (701-848-2466) 
Audubon, (701-442-5474) 
National wildlife refuges 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department in 
Bismarck, (701-328-6300)  
or to local game wardens 

 
South Dakota 
Eileen Dowd Stukel 
eileen.dowdstukel@state.sd.us (605-773-4229); 
Casey Heimerl (605-773-4345); 
Natalie Gates Natalie_Gates@fws.gov, 
(605-224-8793), ext. 227; 
Jay Peterson; Jay_Peterson@fws.gov;  
(605-885-6320), ext. 213 

 

Nebraska 
Nebraska Game and Parks (402-471-0641) 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (308-379-5562) 
The Crane Trust’s Whooper Watch hotline  
(888-399-2824) 
Emails may be submitted to 
joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov 

Kansas 
Jason Wagner 
jason.wagner@ks.gov 
(620-793-3066) 
 
Ed Miller 
ed.miller@ks.gov 
(620-331-6820) 
 
Whooping Crane sightings at or near  
Quivira NWR should be reported to: 
Quivira National Wildlife Refuge 
620-486-2393 
They can also be reported to this 
email:  quivira@fws.gov 
 

Oklahoma 
Sightings can be logged online here  
https://wildlifedepartment.com/wildlife-
diversity/citizen-science-programs/report-
whooping-crane-
sighting?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govd
elivery 
 
Matt Fullerton 
Endangered Species Biologist 
(580-571-5820) 
Mark Howery 
Wildlife Diversity Biologist 
(405-990-7259) 

 

Texas 
Texas Whooper Watch also has a project in 
iNaturalist that is now fully functional. You can 
find it here. You can report sightings in 
iNaturalist via your Smart Phone. This allows 
you to easily provide photo verification and your 
location. 
 
If you are not a smart phone app user, you can 
still report via email: 
whoopingcranes@tpwd.state.tx.us  
or phone: (512-389-999). Please note that our 
primary interest is in reports from outside the 
core wintering range. 

 

.................................................................................................................................................................. 

https://www.friendsofthewildwhoopers.org/about-us/
mailto:abegley@mt.gov
mailto:eileen.dowdstukel@state.sd.us
mailto:Natalie_Gates@fws.gov
mailto:Jay_Peterson@fws.gov
mailto:joel.jorgensen@nebraska.gov
mailto:quivira@fws.gov
https://wildlifedepartment.com/wildlife/wildlife-diversity/report-whooping-crane-sighting?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://wildlifedepartment.com/wildlife-diversity/citizen-science-programs/report-whooping-crane-sighting?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://wildlifedepartment.com/wildlife-diversity/citizen-science-programs/report-whooping-crane-sighting?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://wildlifedepartment.com/wildlife-diversity/citizen-science-programs/report-whooping-crane-sighting?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://wildlifedepartment.com/wildlife-diversity/citizen-science-programs/report-whooping-crane-sighting?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://wildlifedepartment.com/wildlife-diversity/citizen-science-programs/report-whooping-crane-sighting?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/texas-whooper-watch
https://www.inaturalist.org/
mailto:whoopingcranes@tpwd.state.tx.us
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Canada:  

Nature SASK “dismayed and angry” over Whooping Cranes shot in Oklahoma 

The following is from a 19 January 2022 press release by Nature Saskatchewan  
 
Conservationists throughout North America are dismayed and angry to learn that four endangered 
Whooping Cranes were recently shot and left to waste in Oklahoma. Discovered in December the birds 
were on their way to wintering grounds at the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge on the Texas Gulf Coast. 
 
The number of North America's best known endangered species dwindled to 21 birds in 1941. Six of 
these birds were non migratory that lived year-round in the wetlands of Louisiana. They were all lost to 
hurricanes in the 1940s. The remaining 15 birds migrated 2,500 miles (4000km) to nesting grounds in 
Wood Buffalo National Park in Canada's Northwest Territories. Through decades of conservation efforts, 
wild Whooping Cranes now number around 500 in the Aransas Wood Buffalo population. In addition, 
there are about 150 birds that have been reintroduced in Wisconsin and Louisiana, and another 150 or so 
in captivity bringing the total to about 800 whoopers left in the world. 
 
These birds would have passed through Saskatchewan a few weeks prior to arriving in Oklahoma. Early 
efforts to monitor and protect Whooping Cranes were led by conservationists at the Royal Saskatchewan 
Museum in Regina. In recent years’ flocks of up to 100 Whooping Cranes have been observed in the 
Marcelin area north of Saskatoon. Fortunately, the general public and responsible hunters along the 
migratory route treasure and protect North America's tallest birds. It appears that the birds found in 
Oklahoma were shot with a shotgun which means the shooters were very close and should have known 
the birds were Whooping Cranes. 
  
In the United States, killing a Whooping Crane can result in a $100,000 fine and up to one year in prison 
under the Endangered Species Act, as well as an additional $15,000 fine with up to six months in jail 
under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 
 
For further information, contact: 
Lorne Scott 
Conservation Director, Nature Saskatchewan 
Trustee, Whooping Crane Conservation Association 
Phone: 306-695-2047 
Email: lorne.scott@sasktel.net 

Or 
Brian Johns                   
Retired Whooping Crane Biologist 
Trustee, Whooping Crane Conservation Association 
Phone: 306-373-1228 
Email: bdjohns@sasktel.net 

 
 
........................................................................................................................................................... 

 

Eastern Migratory Population of Whooping Cranes 

 

Eastern Migratory Population WHCR Update – March 1, 2022 

Below is the most recent update for the Eastern Migratory Population of Whooping Cranes. In the last 
month, most Whooping Cranes have stayed on their wintering grounds, and some have started to head 
back north. A huge thank-you to the staff of the Fish and Wildlife Service, the Departments of Natural 
Resources of flyway states, the International Crane Foundation, and all the volunteers who help us keep 
track of the cranes throughout the year. We appreciate your contribution to the recovery of the Whooping 
Crane Eastern Migratory Population. This report is produced by the International Crane Foundation. Near 
real-time locations of Whooping Cranes in this population is at https://whoopermap.savingcranes.org/ 

https://www.naturesask.ca/
https://www.naturesask.ca/
about:blank
mailto:bdjohns@sasktel.net
https://whoopermap.savingcranes.org/
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Population Estimate 
The current estimated population size is 78 (37 F, 38 M, 3 U). 18 of these 78 individuals are wild-hatched 
and the rest are captive-reared. To the best of our knowledge, as of 1 March, there is at least 1 Whooping 
Crane in Wisconsin, at least 4 in Illinois, about 40 in Indiana, 8 in Kentucky, 1 in Tennessee, 11 in 
Alabama, and 1 in Florida. The remaining birds’ locations have not been confirmed in the last month.  
 

2021 Cohort 

• W2-21 (U) and parents 3-14 and 4-12 were last seen in December in Seminole County, GA. 

• W11-21 (M) and parents 36-09 and 18-03 are in Greene County, IN. 

• W14-21 (M) is with parents 25-09 and 2-04 in Hopkins County, KY. 

• 84-21 (F) is in Gibson County, IN, where she is with 5 other Whooping Cranes.  

• 85-21 (M) is with 67-15 and 3-17 at Wheeler NWR in Morgan County, AL. 

 
2020 Cohort 

• W3-20 (F) is in Greene County, IN, with W14-19 (F) and a large flock of Whooping Cranes.  

• W13-20 (M) was last seen in December in Richland County, IL with 74-18 (M), with W1-18 (F) 
nearby.  

• W14-20 (M) was last seen in Juneau County, WI, at the end of September 2021. 

• W18-20 (F) is with 80-19 (F) in Hopkins County, KY.  

 

2019 Cohort 

• W1-19 (F) and 1-17 (M) are in Greene County, IN, with a large flock of Whooping Cranes. 

• W14-19 (F) is in Greene County, IN, with W3-20 (F) and a large flock of Whooping Cranes. 

• W19-19 (U) was last seen in Juneau County, WI, in July 2021.  

• 79-19 (F) and 16-11 (M) are in Jasper County, IN.  

• 80-19 (F) is in Hopkins County, KY, with W18-20 (F).  

 

Mortality, Long-term missing 
No known mortalities were recorded for the month of February. 
69-16 (F) was found dead in Indiana during January. Cause of death is not yet known. 
 
 
To follow the reintroduced eastern population, go here: https://whoopermap.savingcranes.org/ 
Within map locations is a list of WHCR, click on links to individual cranes for its biographical information. 
For biographies of the reintroduced eastern migratory population of Whooping Crane, go here: 
https://www.savingcranes.org/whooping-crane-biographies/ 

Two Whooping Cranes feed among a flock of Sandhill Cranes on their wintering grounds in Greene County, Indiana.  

Photo by Jim Brown. 

https://whoopermap.savingcranes.org/
https://www.savingcranes.org/whooping-crane-biographies/
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W = Wild hatched to a wild Whooping Crane pair that then teach the migration route to the juvenile. 
To report a banded Whooping Crane sighting, go here: 
https://www.savingcranes.org/report-whooping-crane/ 
 
............................................................................................................................ ...................................... 

Whooping Crane shootings – What we know and why it matters 

 
The following is a press release from the International Crane Foundation.  
Media contact: Pamela Seelman, Marketing Director, International Crane Foundation, 608-320-0685. 
 
Illegal shootings are a significant threat to the survival of Endangered Whooping Cranes. Historically, 
shootings contributed to the decline of Whooping Cranes to the brink of extinction. People shot Whooping 
Cranes for the millinery trade, trophy hunting, museum collections, sustenance, and recreation. Today, 
those of us who work in conservation would like to think we are past the period where people would shoot 
Whooping Cranes, but sadly this is not so. 
 
The International Crane Foundation takes this issue seriously. We’ve gathered information on 34 
confirmed cases of Whooping Crane shootings since 1967, the year that the Whooping Crane was listed 
as a federally endangered species. What do these past cases tell us about the problem of Whooping 
Crane shootings? 
 
Since Whooping Crane reintroductions began in the 1990s, the majority of shooting cases have taken 
place in reintroduced populations. In cases where the location of a Whooping Crane shooting could be 
defined as public or private land, eighteen shooting cases took place on private land, and four took place 
on public land. 
 
All identified perpetrators were white men with an average age of 26.3. Some of the perpetrators had 
prior convictions, such as a citation for driving under the influence of alcohol. In six cases, the 
perpetrators also conducted concurrent crimes, such as vandalism of property and shooting other non-
game wildlife or game wildlife out of season. In multiple cases, alcohol was listed as a possible 
contributing factor. 
 
In the majority of cases, 74 percent, Whooping Crane 
shooting incidents were not related to hunting. However, 
in the few cases that involved hunters, the hunters were 
already in violation of a hunting regulation, such as 
shooting before legal hunting hours, when poor lighting 
makes identification difficult. In these cases, one might 
argue that the person was poaching as people who 
violate hunting regulations  
are considered poachers. 
 
The International Crane Foundation has taken this 
information and processed it through the lens of 
situational crime prevention and routine activity theory. 
Under this theory, for a crime to take place, there must be 
a suitable target — a motivated offender — and a lack of 
guardianship of the target. By knocking out one or more 
factors, a crime cannot occur. After reviewing the 25 common strategies to prevent crimes, we 
determined that a campaign to raise awareness and pride in the species would address many of  
the strategies. 
 
We’ve engaged in awareness campaigns for seven years in Alabama and five years in Indiana and have 
conducted outreach activities in Texas for the last eleven years. In 2021, we began an awareness 
campaign in Louisiana to grow and complement the decade-old awareness campaign by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. 
 

The number of Whooping Crane 

shootings has increased since 

reintroduction efforts began in 

the 1990s. Detectability of 

shooting incidents is likely 

higher in the reintroduced 

populations since the cranes are 

more heavily monitored than the 

Aransas-Wood Buffalo 

population. 
 

 

https://www.savingcranes.org/report-whooping-crane/
mailto:pseelman@savingcranes.org
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Our campaigns are based on data from social science surveys conducted by Auburn University, data 
from Purdue and Louisiana State Universities, and information we have gathered on confirmed shooting 
cases. We are working with state and federal agencies, birders, hunting groups, schools, civic leaders 
and other local partners to get communities to give a WHOOP about Whooping Cranes. We combine 
these campaigns with targeted efforts to educate key figures in the legal system, so perpetrators receive 
an appropriate sentence when Whooping Crane cases appear in court. 
 
The recent shooting in Oklahoma in late 2021 was the first documented in that state, and more Whooping 
Cranes were killed (four) than in any other single incident. Before this event, the most recent Whooping 
Crane shootings were in 2019, with one eastern flyway crane killed in Ontario and one Louisiana 
population crane shot in Louisiana. 
 
Our outreach work has helped educate people in the eastern flyway, Louisiana, and Texas, and we are 
creating communities that care about Whooping Cranes. However, we must redouble our efforts to 
protect these Endangered Whooping Cranes further. We continue to be the voice and act for Whooping 
Cranes to ensure their complete recovery. 
 
Explanation of abbreviations: LNMP = Louisiana Non-Migratory Population, FNMP = Florida Non-
Migratory Population, EMP = Eastern Migratory Population, AWBP = Aransas-Wood Buffalo Population. 
 
 
............................................................................................................................................................. 

General News 

Editor:  Species classified as endangered are automatically protected from certain types of “takes”; 

those classified as threatened are protected under “4(d) rules” that can allow (presumably limited) 
exceptions to protection.  

 

23 species targeted for five-year status review by USFWS – Whooping Cranes 
may be moved from Endangered to Threatened status 

 
On 13 December 2021, the Center for Biological Diversity (see following), released a press release on the 
proposed rule of potential downlisting by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) of the Whooping 
Crane from Endangered to Threatened status under the Endangered Species Act. While not an official 
announcement by the USFWS, the action is currently being reviewed by USFWS. If the proposed change 
of status for the Whooping Crane is moved forward, the proposal will appear in the Federal Register (see 
the following concerning initiation of a 5-year review; Federal Register/Vol. 86, No. 85/Wednesday, May 
5, 2021/Notices) for public comment in the coming months. 
 
The International Crane Foundation (ICF) has expressed concern about this proposal if it moves forward 
and is monitoring the situation closely and preparing next steps. Whooping Cranes are an iconic 
conservation story that ICF cares deeply about as it has invested time and money over 30 years of 
reintroduction efforts, as well as ten years of research and monitoring of wild Whooping Cranes along the 
Texas coast on their wintering grounds. The future success of the Whooping Crane in North America is 
one of ICF’s highest priorities as a conservation organization. 
 
In a 15 December 2021 interview with Matt Mendenhall, editor of Birdwatching Daily, Brett Hartl, 
Government affairs director at the Center for Biological Diversity explained that “Basically, federal 
agencies do not submit what are known as a ‘regulation information number’ or ‘RIN’ unless they intend 
to take action on something.” 
 
“And as a practical matter, the Whooping Crane is currently listed as endangered. So, the Fish and 
Wildlife Service can only lower protection since there is no option for greater/additional protection – the 
Endangered Species Act only protects species as either endangered or threatened (weaker status), so it 
can only be reduced.” 
 

https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/
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Press release by the International Crane Foundation,14 December 2021  
https://savingcranes.org/whooping-crane-downlisting-proposal/ 
 

................................................................................... 

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Plans to Gut Protections for Whooping Crane, Florida Panther, 
Key Deer 
Press release by the Center for Biological Diversity, 13 December 2021  
 
WASHINGTON— Buried in the Biden administration’s unified regulatory agenda released last week is a 
plan by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to weaken or end protections for several iconic species, 
including the Whooping Crane, Key deer and Florida panther. 
 
The upcoming proposed rules could spell disaster for these three animals, notes a letter sent today to the 
Biden administration by the Center for Biological Diversity. Both the Whooping Crane and Key deer are 
at severe risk from sea-level rise and climate change. The Florida panther remains one of the most 
endangered cat populations in the world. 
 
“It’s a gut punch that the Fish and Wildlife Service is seeking to weaken protections for Whooping Cranes 
and Key deer, when both species’ homes could be underwater in decades,” said Brett Hartl, government 
affairs director at the Center. “And it’s appalling that the Fish and Wildlife Service is even considering 
moving forward with a Trump-era plan to reduce protections for the Florida panther just to enrich special 
interest real-estate developers.” 
 
Most of Big Pine Key – the biggest stronghold 
of the Florida Key deer – will be under water in 
decades because of sea-level rise caused by 
climate change, and the deer’s habitat is 
increasingly imperiled by more frequent and 
more intense hurricanes. In addition to habitat 
loss, the Key deer is threatened by the New 
World screwworm, which killed more than 10% 
of the entire population in 2016. 
 
The only wild, free-flying Whooping Crane population winters along the Texas coast around the Aransas 
National Wildlife Refuge, which is also threatened by sea-level rise. The crane is also jeopardized by 
pesticides, powerline collisions, oil spills and habitat loss. The Service’s own recovery plan calls for at 
least 1,000 wild cranes before downlisting to threatened status can occur, but the population today 
remains at only half that – 506 individuals. 
 
Records released in response to a Freedom of Information Act request show that the Fish and Wildlife 
Service regional office decided to begin the process of reducing panther protections in 2018 by 
downlisting them to threatened. That was years before the agency completed an official five-year review 
or species status assessment, neither of which are finished yet. 
 
There are only approximately 200 Florida panthers in the world — that’s about half the size of the 
Siberian tiger population, which the International Union for Conservation of Nature ranks as critically 
endangered. 
 
“The Fish and Wildlife Service is thumbing its nose at President Biden’s directive to federal agencies to 
follow the best available science in all decisions, especially those relating to climate change,” said Hartl. 
“We’d hoped that the horrific anti-wildlife tactics so often employed during the Trump era had ended, but it 
appears we were wrong.” 
 
Even before the Trump administration, the Fish and Wildlife Service routinely ranked among the worst 
agencies in terms of concerns about political interference undermining the scientific process. In a 2015 
survey, 73% of responding Fish and Wildlife Service scientists reported that the level of consideration of 
political interests was too high. 
 

Ultimately, the [agency] would be 

improved the most if we could 

make decisions based solely on 

the science.”  
—Anonymous FWS scientist, 2015 survey 

 

https://savingcranes.org/whooping-crane-downlisting-proposal/
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/us-fish-and-wildlife-service-plans-to-gut-protections-for-whooping-crane-florida-panther-key-deer-2021-12-13/
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/us-fish-and-wildlife-service-plans-to-gut-protections-for-whooping-crane-florida-panther-key-deer-2021-12-13/
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202110&RIN=1018-BG51
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202110&RIN=1018-BD64
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202110&RIN=1018-BF50
https://biologicaldiversity.org/species/pdfs/Center-Letter-USFWS-Delisting-Actions-20211213.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/species/pdfs/Panther-FOIA-20211213.pdf
https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/attach/2015/09/ucs-progress-and-problems-2015.pdf
https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/attach/2015/09/ucs-progress-and-problems-2015.pdf
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To read or download a pdf of the 2015 survey mentioned above – Progress and Problems Government 
Scientists Report on Scientific Integrity at Four Agencies, go here:   
https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/attach/2015/09/ucs-progress-and-problems-2015.pdf 
 
Contact: Brett Hartl, Government affairs director at the Center for Biological Diversity, (202) 817-8121, 
bhartl@biologicaldiversity.org 
 

................................................................................... 

 

Federal Register/Vol. 86, No. 85/Wednesday, May 5, 2021/Notices 
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-05-05/pdf/2021-09379.pdf#page=1 
 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR  
Fish and Wildlife Service  
 
[Docket No. FWS–R2–ES–2020–0133; FXES11130200000–212–FF02ENEH00]  
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Initiation of 5-Year Status Reviews of 23 Species in the 
Southwest  
 
AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service, Interior.  
SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, are conducting 5-year status reviews under the 
Endangered Species Act of 23 animal and plant species. A 5-year status review is based on the best 
scientific and commercial data available at the time of the review; therefore, we are requesting 
submission of any such information that has become available since the last review for the species.  

 
What information do we consider in our review?  
A 5-year review considers all new information available at the time of the review. In conducting these 
reviews, we consider the best scientific and commercial data that have become available since the listing 
determination or most recent status review, such as:  

(A) Species biology, including but not limited to population trends, distribution, abundance, 
demographics, and genetics;  

(B) Habitat conditions, including but not limited to amount, distribution, and suitability;  
(C) Conservation measures that have been implemented that benefit the species;  
(D) Threat status and trends in relation to the five listing factors (as defined in section 4(a)(1) of the 

ESA); and  
(E) Other new information, data, or corrections, including but not limited to taxonomic or nomenclatural 

changes, identification of erroneous information contained in the List, and improved analytical 
methods.  

Any new information will be considered during the 5-year review and will also be useful in evaluating the 
ongoing recovery programs for the species.  
 

................................................................................... 

 

ECOS Environmental Conservation Online System (USFWS) 
Conserving the Nature of America 
 
Note: This report includes actual Five-Year Review (5YSR) completions and notices as well as records 
that act as Five-Year Review completions and notices. 
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/report/species-five-year-review 
 
Notice posted by the Interior Department to a website of the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs 
within the Office of Management and Budget. 
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202110&RIN=1018-BG51 
 
DOI/FWS  
RIN: 1018-BG51  
Publication ID: Fall 2021   
 

https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/attach/2015/09/ucs-progress-and-problems-2015.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-05-05/pdf/2021-09379.pdf#page=1
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/report/species-five-year-review
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202110&RIN=1018-BG51
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Title: ● Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Reclassification of Whooping Crane  

Abstract: This rule reassesses the listing status of the Whooping Crane (Grus americana), which is 
currently listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act.  The FWS's revised proposed 
determination will be based on the best available information as of the time of publication. Based on the 
reassessment, the FWS may propose to downlist or delist the species, unless the FWS determines no 
change in its status is warranted. The Whooping Crane is found in Texas. 
  

.................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

Annual Midwest Crane Count 

Save the date!  
Saturday, April 9, 2022, 5:30 to 7:30 a.m. Central Time 
Each year in mid-April, over 1,600 volunteers travel to their local wetlands and favorite birding locations to 
participate in the Crane Count. This annual survey of Sandhill and Whooping Cranes spans over 120 
counties in six states of the upper Midwest, including Wisconsin and portions of Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, 
Ohio, and Minnesota. 
 
To participate in the Crane Count you first need to contact your County Coordinator to be assigned a site 
and receive additional instructions. Click here to view the listing of county coordinators. See Counter 
Information to download your data sheet, instructions for entering your data and other useful links. 
If your county is not involved and you are interested in becoming a County Coordinator, contact the 
International Crane Foundation’s Crane Count Coordinator at 608-356-9462. 
 
For additional information concerning the count, go here: 
https://savingcranes.org/education/annual-midwest-crane-count/ 
 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

Sandhill Crane Finder 

The International Crane Foundation works worldwide to conserve cranes and the ecosystems, 
watersheds, and flyways on which they depend. We provide knowledge, leadership, and inspiration to 
engage people in resolving threats to cranes and their diverse landscapes. Sandhills Cranes are a story 
of hope for birds in North America. Seventy-five years ago, Sandhill Cranes were declining across the 
country due to habitat loss and unregulated 
hunting. The actions of concerned citizens, 
wetland protection and international legislation 
has turned the tide. We created this website to 
help you explore where Sandhill Cranes live 
throughout the year and discover new places 
where you might see these magnificent birds. 
https://sandhillfinder.savingcranes.org 

 
Explore Sandhill Distribution 
This 'heat map' shows the density of Sandhill 
Crane observations in the eBird database for 
each month. Cooler areas in blue show low 
densities of sightings, while bright orange areas 
have high densities of sightings. 
https://sandhillfinder.savingcranes.org/national 
https://sandhillfinder.savingcranes.org/near 
 

Report a Banded Sandhill Crane 
Resightings of banded cranes are critical to our understanding of cranes habits and movements 
throughout their lives. If you see a crane but did not see its bands or it didn't have any bands, you may 
still help by submitting your sighting via eBird. 
https://sandhillfinder.savingcranes.org/resighting 

Example of monthly "heat map" from eBird database showing 

density of Sandhill Crane observations. 

https://savingcranes.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Annual-Midwest-Crane-Count-County-Coordinators_2-16-22.pdf
https://savingcranes.org/counter-information/
https://savingcranes.org/counter-information/
mailto:cranecount@savingcranes.org
https://savingcranes.org/education/annual-midwest-crane-count/
https://www.savingcranes.org/
https://sandhillfinder.savingcranes.org/
https://ebird.org/species/sancra
https://sandhillfinder.savingcranes.org/national
https://sandhillfinder.savingcranes.org/near
https://ebird.org/
https://sandhillfinder.savingcranes.org/resighting
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.................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

Colorado:  

Crane-inspired scholarship contest open to high school seniors 

Classified as a state endangered bird in Colorado in the 1970s, Sandhill Cranes have made a significant 
comeback, although they are still classified as a “Species of Concern.” 
 
Colorado Crane Conservation Coalition (CCCC) is a nonprofit organization whose mission is the 
conservation and protection of Rocky Mountain Greater Sandhill Cranes and their habitat through 
education and science. Since its inception in 2012, CCCC has made use of art to connect people to 
cranes and their remarkable story. 
 
In 2018, thanks to the generosity of donor, Gail Jensen, CCCC initiated an annual scholarship contest 
that seeks both to raise awareness of Greater Sandhill Cranes and to encourage the arts among the 
younger generation. The Crane-inspired Creative Arts Scholarship Contest is open to all high school 
seniors in Routt and Moffat counties. A total of $10,000 in scholarship money is awarded to the winners of 
the contest. 
 
To participate in the contest, high school seniors are invited to submit an entry in either of two categories 
– in both cases, inspired by the Rocky Mountain Greater Sandhill Cranes: 

• Written Arts: an essay or story of 750-1,500 words or a group of three poems 

• Visual Arts: a painting, sketch, photograph, or piece of digital art 
 

The first-place winner in each category will be awarded a $3,000 scholarship. The second-place winner in 
each category will receive a $1,500 scholarship. An honorable mention scholarship worth $1,000 will be 
awarded to a participant from either of the two categories. 
 
For more information, visit the CCCC website: ColoradoCranes.org/creative-arts-scholarship-contest. 
 
.................................................................................................................... .............................................. 

 

Louisiana:  

Male L3-13 and female L8-14 began their nest at the White Lake Wetlands Conservation Area in Vermilion Parish  

on 17 February 2022. 
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Recent Facebook posts by Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries - Whooping Cranes 

 

Nesting season in Louisiana has begun! 

(22 February 2022) 
It's nesting season! Current nest count is 7, but we expect more pairs to start nesting at any time and 
could have possibly up to 19 more pairs nest this year! Our first confirmed nest, by pair L3-11 and L1-13, 
began on 12 February in Allen Parish! 
 

(2 February 2022) 
An update on female L8-16 LDWF transferred 
from Texas to Louisiana: yesterday during a 
tracking flight, she was observed with male 
L6-18 on the White Lake WCA! We hope that 
they stay together, and hopefully nest this 
year, which would be the first nesting attempt 
for the male. 
 
(2 February 2022) 
LDWF traveled to eastern Texas and 
captured female L14-17 in Jefferson County 
and female L8-16 in Chambers County. 
Although L8-16 has nested two years in a 
row (2020 and 2021) in Chambers County, 
her mate unfortunately died at this location 
last June. We expected L8-16 to make her 
way back to Louisiana to find a new mate, 
however she has remained alone on her 
previous breeding territory. With a surplus of 
males in the population (most in the White 
Lake WCA area), we decided to try to capture 
her and move her back to Louisiana in the 
hopes that she would find a new mate in time 
for this year’s breeding season. LDWF was 
successful in its capture attempt, and she 
was transported back to the White Lake 
WCA, where she has remained, although  
has yet to pair up with one of our many  
single males! 
 

Help LDWF by reporting all 
Whooping Crane sightings and 
violations 

If you are lucky enough to see a Whooping 
Crane, please do not approach it, even in a 
vehicle, to avoid habituating the birds to human 
activity. If you share the sighting on social media, 
bird listservs, or other public sites, please do not 
share location information more specific than 
county or parish level. 
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/page/report-a-
whooping-crane-sighting-or-violation 

 

Checking the condition of female L14-17's wing feathers. She was 

captured to replace a nonfunctional transmitter. Photo courtesy of 

James Gentz 

Whooping Crane L13-12 takes a bath. 

https://www.facebook.com/lawhoopingcranes/?hc_ref=ART42G6N9X_NI23UcJvC8KMeOQH99DNiiZATdu8Mt9rimGtDOtsIaGxIU7KFriBlkXo&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDBFlPdnBDGPrTbU07A1tejfgyTVEIO7Iu-xCvsjD-p86z6b81z6fe--gJ6ega7qQrch0v9hfduLf4GMSiKeZhthDevrX52wRYhYVia7oHkcWn838RCKtPg2EdCz7-ZvDvkuEC8DyjRrXR6HbDaaOxnkVsFhExa9zTV04sw-OdSXwH5ocH5yUIP3Wu5bdxn5-VBgUm0s8voERv4dTn_uBOpbEwVjRek6ovNbwAeGsnXNMBF49br8K5BHRjZ4TQrT-0OiGkGACInAu27VplpoLaDKwHklQssfcmYpd8kdFd1yx5eIqg04w&__tn__=kC-R
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/page/report-a-whooping-crane-sighting-or-violation
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/page/report-a-whooping-crane-sighting-or-violation
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If you see a Whooping Crane elsewhere in the eastern United States (besides Louisiana), please report 
it here: https://www.savingcranes.org/report-whooping-crane/  
 
If you see a Whooping Crane in the western United States, please report it here: 
https://whoopingcrane.com/report-a-sighting/ 
Note: Whooping Cranes in the Louisiana population have been known to travel into surrounding states. 
 
Anyone witnessing suspicious activity involving Whooping Cranes is advised to call the LDWF’s 
Enforcement Division at 1-800-442-2511 or use the tip411 program, which may offer a cash reward 
for information leading to arrests or convictions. To use the tip411 program, citizens can text 
LADWF and their tip to 847411 or download the "LADWF Tips" iPhone app from the Apple iTunes 
store free of charge. Citizen Observer, the tip411 provider, uses technology that removes all 
identifying information before LDWF receives the text so that LDWF cannot identify the sender.  
 
For LDWF updates on the Louisiana non-migratory population of Whooping Cranes, go here:  
https://www.facebook.com/lawhoopingcranes/ 
 
For more general information about the cranes, go here: 
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/subhome/whooping-crane 
 
 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 

Nebraska: 

Platte River hosts a multitude of migrating Sandhills  

In an epic natural history occurrence, over 500,000 Sandhill Cranes congregate annually in a stopover 
along the Platte River in preparation for the second half of their long-distance migration into the upper 
Midwest, Canada, Alaska, and even eastern Siberia. This has long been a key staging stopover as the 
cranes roost in the Platte River’s bottomlands – the braided, sandbar-riddled channel is about a mile wide 
and six inches deep – and find ample foraging opportunities in nearby corn and wheat fields where they 
feed on waste grain and invertebrates. 
 
The three sub-species of Sandhill Cranes observed in Nebraska during this time primarily winter in Texas, 
New Mexico, and Mexico. The most numerous of the birds staging along the Platte are the Lesser 
Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis canadensis) with 15-percent the Canadian (or intermediate) Sandhill 
Crane (Antigone canadensis rowani) and 5-percent of Greater Sandhill Cranes (Antigone canadensis 
tabida). The cranes usually arrive in the central Platte River valley in February with the majority 
congregating anywhere along the hundred-mile segment of the Platte River between Kearney and North 
Platte. Numbers peak about the third week of March. Large numbers remain through the first week of 
April, but by mid-April a mass exodus often occurs with a few stragglers remaining into early May.  
 
Crane nesting grounds vary depending on the subspecies. The Greater Sandhill Crane nests in in the 
Great Lakes and the Interlake region of Manitoba. The Canadian (or intermediate) (Antigone canadensis 
rowani) subspecies breeds throughout central Canada from the Hudson Bay west to the Rocky 
Mountains. The Lesser Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis canadensis) is a bird of the high arctic, nesting 
across the northern reaches of Canada and Alaska. About 80,000 cross the Bering Strait to nest in 
eastern Siberia. 
 
Sandhill Cranes are among the oldest living birds on earth. Crane fossils, very similar to present day 
Sandhills, have been found in the volcanic ash deposits of northeast Nebraska’s Ashfall Fossil Beds State 
Park. Volcanic ash deposits at this site dates to the late Miocene epoch approximately 12 million years 
ago, the aftermath of a volcano eruption 1,000 miles west of the site in what is now southwest 
Idaho.  Prevailing winds blew the volcanic ash eastward, filling the sky with a suffocating cloud of super 
fine dust-like particles of microscopic glass, killing everything in its path.  
 

 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 

https://www.savingcranes.org/report-whooping-crane/
https://whoopingcrane.com/report-a-sighting/
https://www.facebook.com/lawhoopingcranes/
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/subhome/whooping-crane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balearica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashfall_Fossil_Beds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashfall_Fossil_Beds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miocene
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New Mexico: 

Researchers and hunters collaborate to study Sandhill Cranes 

Thousands of Sandhill Cranes migrate through the Middle Rio Grande Valley every year. With the 
assistance of local hunters and Game and Fish to supply specimens, the University of New Mexico's 
Museum of Southwestern Biology hopes to add to research being done by the University's Biology 
Department on Sandhill Cranes.   
 
According to Chris Witt, who oversees the Museum of Southwestern Biology, biologists hope with this 
study to fill in the gaps of what is currently known about the species.  "The Rocky Mountain population 
has been about 20,000 individuals for several decades and it's been very stable," Witt said. However, an 
increase in numbers has been observed at Albuquerque. The New Mexico hunting season on Sandhill 
Cranes ended the weekend of 12 January 2022.  
 
 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 

 
Oklahoma:  

Four Endangered Whooping Cranes killed in Oklahoma – could the case 
prevent a Sandhill Crane hunting season in Wisconsin? 

 
Although law enforcement officers believe the birds were shot 
on or around 5 November 2021, game wardens with the 
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation (ODWC) 
weren’t notified of the incident until December 6, when a 
hunter found an injured crane in an agricultural field. The 
wardens tried saving the bird, but it died while being 
transported to a veterinary clinic. A search of the area days 
later revealed three more dead Whooping Cranes, and 
wildlife officials quickly determined that all four birds had died 
from shotgun wounds. 

 
Game wardens in Oklahoma are still investigating this 
incident involving four endangered Whooping Cranes shot 
and killed near the Tom Steed Reservoir in Kiowa County in 
November 2021. According to ODWC the shootings do not 
seem like a case of mistaken identity by responsible hunters, 
but that whoever shot the Whooping Cranes likely did so 
knowing that they were the endangered cranes.   

 
“It had to have been done intentionally,” says Bryan Baker, owner, and operator of a crane hunting guide 
service in northern Oklahoma. “There’s just no way you can get the two confused. Completely different 
sizes, and one is bright white while the other is gray. The odds of mistaking one is almost astronomical, 
and for them to mistakenly shoot three others – that just doesn’t seem possible.” 
 
A hunting guide in Oklahoma for the past 12 years, Baker and his guides hunt Sandhill Cranes nearly  
90 days a year, and he says that he has never seen one instance where a Whooper was mistaken for a 
Sandhill. Baker also points out that since most modern shotguns can only hold three shells and that 
shotguns must be plugged if they do have a greater capacity, there had to have been another shooter 
involved. “One person does not have the ability to shoot four cranes with three shots [if he’s hunting 
legally],” he adds bluntly. It’s also possible that a single poacher intentionally reloaded and fired again. 
 

(Left) ODNR game warden approaches wounded Whooping Crane near  

Tom Steed Reservoir, Kiowa County, Oklahoma 

https://www.fws.gov/le/hunter-responsibility.html#:~:text=You%20cannot%20hunt%20migratory%20game,removed%20without%20disassembling%20the%20gun.
https://www.fws.gov/le/hunter-responsibility.html#:~:text=You%20cannot%20hunt%20migratory%20game,removed%20without%20disassembling%20the%20gun.
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ODWC’s investigation continues and if it leads to someone being charged with the crime – the shooter(s) 
will face harsh penalties. Killing a Whooping Crane can lead to one year in prison and $100,000 in fines 
under the Endangered Species Act, along with an additional $15,000 in fines and up to six months in jail 
under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 
 
The killings of the 4 Whooping Cranes happened during Oklahoma’s Sandhill Crane hunting season, 
which began October 23 and ran through January 23, according to the Oklahoma wildlife department. 
In past years, the Sandhill Crane hunting season has been temporarily shut down in Oklahoma if a 
Whooping Crane was sighted. It’s unclear whether the Sandhill hunting was suspended at the time the 
four Whooping Cranes were killed. 
 
In a statement by the International Crane Foundation president and CEO Rich Beilfuss, the killing of the 
four Whooping Cranes in Oklahoma was “an outrageous illegal shooting event.”  
 
“We are angry and heartsick,” Beilfuss said. “The International Crane Foundation, along with many 
partners, has invested millions of dollars and decades of time and expertise to bring Whooping Cranes 
back from the brink of extinction. And in an instant four birds are gone forever.” 

 

.................................................................................................................................................................. 

Texas: 

Be sure before you shoot – distinguishing Whooping Cranes from geese and 
Sandhill Cranes  

Identification quizzes 

During migration and on the wintering grounds, endangered Whooping Cranes share the same habitat as 
geese and Sandhill Cranes. Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD) has provided a video guide to help hunters 
identify birds in flight to prevent accidental shootings of the wrong species, a felony charge with stiff fines. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VvkAYGZnJ4Q 
 
Aside from the hunting considerations, there are several ways landowners along the migration route can 
assist cranes during their bi-annual migrations. One of which is providing freshwater on their properties. 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service encourages landowners to consider doing this for Whooping Cranes on 
their stopovers to forage and rest, citing la Niña weather patterns as the cause of a potentially drier winter 
across the region. 
 

https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/migratory-bird-treaty-act.php
https://www.oklahoman.com/story/sports/columns/2020/10/25/whooping-cranes-are-truly-a-rare-bird-now-theyre-migrating-through-oklahoma/305702007
https://www.oklahoman.com/story/sports/columns/2020/10/25/whooping-cranes-are-truly-a-rare-bird-now-theyre-migrating-through-oklahoma/305702007
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VvkAYGZnJ4Q
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Individuals can also help track cranes during migration by reporting any Whooping Crane sightings to the 
TPWD’s “Whooper Watch.” This is a citizen-science based reporting system to track Whooping Crane 
migration and wintering locations throughout Texas. 
 
For more information about Whooping Cranes in Texas, go here: 

https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/whooper-watch/ 
 

 
............................................................................................................................................................. 

Habitat Matters! 

Florida: 

Great Alachua Savannah – Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park 

It is a surprising sight in the heart of Central Florida, vast grassy wetlands that stretch as far as the eye 
can see. Named the Great Alachua Savanna by the American naturalist William Bartram, Paynes Prairie 
Preserve State Park is 21,000 acres of diverse habitat for snakes, river otters, white-tailed deer, wild 
turkey, bobcats, hawks and, of course, American alligators, as well as a wintering ground for waterfowl. 
The wetland — Florida’s first state preserve — was designated a National Natural Landmark in 1974 
based on its wildlife and flora and the conservation efforts to protect them, including the reintroduction of 

bison to the state in 1975 and the 
care of the park’s wild horses. 
 
The preserve is also the western 
gateway site for the Great Florida 
Birding and Wildlife Trail, a network 
of over 500 viewing sites across the 
state. From November to February, 
migratory Greater Sandhill Cranes 
make the prairie their home.  There 
are also approximately 300 species 
of “resident” birds listed for the 
Great Alachua Savannah. 
 

 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 

Indiana:  

When perfect habitat acts as a magnet 

Indiana hosts both species of North American cranes – the Eastern Population of Greater Sandhill 
Cranes (Antigone canadensis tabida) and the reintroduced Eastern Migratory Population of Whooping 
Cranes (EMP) – as they migrate through the state each spring and fall.  The state provides some 
amazing habitat that entices cranes to stopover for rest and forage before resuming their journey 
southward. With the warming climate, cranes have increasingly been observed “short-stopping” in their 
migration – choosing to over-winter in areas with ample food supply and roosting sites rather than 
expending energy to continue south to Tennessee, Alabama, and Florida.  
 
Hosting thousands, if not tens-of-thousands of Sandhills each year are the major stopovers of Jasper-
Pulaski Fish & Wildlife Area in Jasper County, Goose Pond Fish & Wildlife Area in Greene County, and 

In the spring of 1774, William Bartram, a 

naturalist from Kingsessing, Pennsylvania, 

traveled inland from the St. Johns River to the 

Alachua Savanna – present-day Paynes Prairie 

Preserve. Left is a 1775 illustration of the 

Alachua Savanna from Bartram’s Travels 

published in 1779. Cranes are depicted. 

 

https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/whooper-watch/report.phtml/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/whooper-watch/
https://www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/naturalists/bartram/
https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/paynes-prairie-preserve-state-park
https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/paynes-prairie-preserve-state-park
https://floridabirdingtrail.com/
https://floridabirdingtrail.com/
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the Muscatatuck Wildlife Management Area as well as the nearby East Fork White River bottomlands just 
west of Brownstown and Seymour, all in Jackson County. As spectacular as it is to observe vast numbers 
and experience the deafening cacophony of so many Sandhills staging in one place, the ultimate prize is 
the chance sighting of one of their tall, white cousins in the sea of gray – a Whooping Crane. There are 
currently 78 Whooping Cranes in the EMP and this winter alone 18 individuals have been recorded in 
Greene County with a total or 34 observed in the state – Indiana is doing something right! 

 
 
 

Jasper-Pulaski Fish & Wildlife Area  
Remnants of vast Kankakee marsh still provide cranes refuge 

When settlers first arrived in this region, the Kankakee River flowed 233 miles westward from its origins 
near modern-day South Bend. Its circuitous route carved out hundreds of bends and oxbows, and a half 
million acres of wetlands and primeval forest buffered its banks.  
 
At that time, the massive Grand Kankakee Marsh of northern Indiana was one of North America’s 
greatest freshwater wetlands. Only 70 miles to the east was the Great Black Swamp, which covered 
much of northwest Ohio. It sprawled over nearly a million acres.  
 
By the mid-19th century, agriculturalists had set to work draining the Kankakee Marsh. By the early 
20th century, their work was complete. The Kankakee River had been channelized into a straight  
133-mile ditch. The wetlands were nearly gone, transformed to endless monocultural fields of beans, 
corn, and wheat.  
 
For millennia, Sandhill Cranes staged in late fall and early winter in the Kankakee marshes. Birds that 
bred locally were augmented by those that nested further north. While most of the local nesters have 
been eradicated, legions of others still congregate in the remaining bits of habitat.  At night, the cranes 

A trio of Sandhill Cranes in flight at Jasper-Pulaski Fish and Wildlife Area in Indiana. Photo by Jim McCormac 

accompanied a special to The Columbus Dispatch. 

 

https://www.in.gov/dnr/fish-and-wildlife/properties/jasper-pulaski-fwa/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kankakee_Outwash_Plain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Black_Swamp
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roost in protected marshes within the wildlife area. At dawn, they fan out into corn stubble fields in the 
area, where they forage on spilled grain.  
 
Mid-November to mid-December is peak time for cranes at  Jasper-Pulaski Fish and Wildlife Area, Jasper 
Co., in northwest Indiana.  More details are at: in.gov/dnr/fish-and-wildlife/properties/jasper-pulaski-fwa. 
 
To read Jim McCormac’s, Special to The Columbus Dispatch, “Nature: Spectacular sandhill cranes still 
rule the roost in protected Indiana marshes,” go here: 
https://www.dispatch.com/story/lifestyle/nature-wildlife/2021/12/19/crowds-sandhill-cranes-unforgettable-
sight-native-marshes/6467838001/ 
 

 
 

Jackson Co., Indiana  
Ewing Bottoms / East Fork White River and Muscatatuck National Wildlife Refuge 

Ewing Bottoms is an area located north of Brownstown (northwest of the East Fork of the White River) 
and west of Seymour and Muscatatuck NWR. During migration thousands of Greater Sandhill Cranes 
(Antigone canadensis tabida), with an occasional Whooping Crane, can be viewed from along the roads 
in the area. 
 
Muscatatuck National Wildlife Refuge was established in 1966 as a refuge –using money obtained from 
the sale of Federal Miratory Waterfowl Stamps, commonly known as Duck Stamps – to provide resting 
and feeding areas for waterfowl during their annual migrations. The refuge includes 7,724 acres near 
Seymour, and a 78-acre parcel, known as the Restle Unit, near Bloomington. The refuge mission is to 
restore, preserve, and manage a mix of forest, wetland, and grassland habitat for fish, wildlife, and 
people.  
 
During the winter thousands of Greater Sandhill Cranes may be observed in the area, often roosting in 
the refuge wetlands while spending their days feeding off-refuge on waste grain gleaned from nearby 
harvested farm fields. 
 
Wetlands are the main attraction for wildlife at Muscatatuck and the "Moss Lake Swamp" (most of which 
is in the refuge "Closed Area") has attracted wildlife for hundreds of years. Small springs, meandering and 
flood-prone creeks, and poorly drained ground come together at Muscatatuck to create permanent and 
seasonal wetlands. Heavy rain events that cause flooding commonly occur three or four times a 
year. Numerous old farm ponds provide habitat for turtles, frogs, salamanders, and dragonflies while 
Richart and Stanfield lakes provide deeper water habitat for waterfowl, grebes, cormorants, bald eagles, 

A lone Whooping Crane roosts on a river sandbar with a flock of Sandhill Cranes on their wintering grounds in the Ewing 

bottoms of the East Fork White River in Jackson County, Indiana. Photo by Tina Bierly. 

 

https://www.in.gov/dnr/fish-and-wildlife/properties/jasper-pulaski-fwa/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/fish-and-wildlife/properties/jasper-pulaski-fwa/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/lifestyle/nature-wildlife/2021/12/19/crowds-sandhill-cranes-unforgettable-sight-native-marshes/6467838001/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/lifestyle/nature-wildlife/2021/12/19/crowds-sandhill-cranes-unforgettable-sight-native-marshes/6467838001/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/muscatatuck/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Duck_Stamp
https://www.fws.gov/nwrs/threecolumn.aspx?id=6442466378
https://www.fws.gov/nwrs/threecolumn.aspx?id=6442466326
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muscatatuck_National_Wildlife_Refuge#/media/File:Map_of_Muscatatuck_National_Wildlife_Refuge.jpg
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and aquatic animals. In 1995 River Otters were reintroduced to the area. Moist soil units and marshes, 
when full of water, attract waterfowl and wading birds. The wooded floodplain of the Muscatatuck River is 
the soggiest part of the refuge during flood events.  
 
In the early 1900's Passenger Pigeons were documented in the area during migrating. Local landowners 
who farmed the land in the 1940's reported swamp rabbits (Sylvilagus aquaticus), and eastern 
Massasauga Rattlesnakes (Sistrurus catenatus catenatus) – the latter currently listed as “Threatened” 
under the Endangered Species Act.  
 
In 2001, as part of the Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership reintroduction program, Operation Migration 
with the help of ultralights lead the first cohort of juvenile Whooping Cranes southward from Wisconsin to 
Florida, making a stopover for the night at Muscatatuck. The following morning a lucky group of observers 
got to watch as the ultralight appeared up over the treeline with the young Whooping Cranes falling in line 
behind it to continue their first migration south. Quite a sight!  By 2010 over 100 Whooping Cranes were 
part of the eastern migratory population.  
 
For migration highlights of juveniles lead by Operation Migration ultralights from 2001-2015, go here: 
https://journeynorth.org/tm/crane/CompareMigrations01.html 
 
 

 
Federally endangered Whooping Cranes can sometimes be spotted in Jackson County in the company of their smaller cousins, 

Sandhill Cranes. Photo by Forrest Willey 

Goose Pond Fish & Wildlife Area, Greene Co., Indiana 

Goose Pond Fish & Wildlife Area (FWA) in Greene County is situated on 9,098 acres of prairie and marsh 
habitat south of Linton, Indiana.  Indiana DNR purchased the property in 2005 with the help of The Nature 
Conservancy, Ducks Unlimited, Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), United States Fish & 
Wildlife Service and many other organizations. The land had formerly been placed in a permanent 
easement with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). This permanent easement was part 
of the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) and consisted of 7,200 acres. NRCS then assumed 
responsibility for the wetland restoration. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Migration
https://journeynorth.org/tm/crane/CompareMigrations01.html
https://www.in.gov/dnr/fish-and-wildlife/properties/goose-pond-fwa/
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By the mid 1930s the Eastern Population of Greater Sandhill Cranes had declined to around 50 
individuals. The decline occurred largely due to unregulated hunting and loss of wetland habitats in the 
breeding, migratory, and wintering ranges. Conservation efforts and alliances and better regulations 
affecting water, wetlands, and hunting opened the pathways to recovery. Wetland habitat conservation 
helped the recovery as well. By 2014 the US Fish and Wildlife Service Fall population survey index for the 
Eastern Greater Sandhill Cranes was 83,479 individuals.  
 
The restored Goose Pond FWA wetlands have played a significant role in supporting that large recovery. 
Prior to 1997 there were no Sandhill Crane records in the Greene County bird database. Now the current 
high count is a staggering 25,953 Sandhills at Goose Pond FWA on 20 March 2013. Goose Pond FWA 
hosts a long list of other species during migration and the breeding season as well. The impressive list 
includes American White Pelicans, Black-necked Stilts, King Rails, and a large array of waterfowl as well 
as the occasional rare vagrant such as Hooded Crane, Black-tailed Godwit, Curlew Sandpiper, and 
Spotted Redshank. Individuals from the Eastern Migratory Population of Whooping Cranes also short-
stop during fall migration to overwinter in Greene and Gibson counties. Some years a quarter of the total 
Eastern Migratory Population has been documented there. 
 
“Friends of Goose Pond” (FoGP) was established to support the goals of wildlife conservation and habitat 
restoration at Goose Pond Fish and Wildlife Area through environmental education, scientific research 
and recreational activities and programs. FoGP helps organize the annual Marsh Madness Sandhill 
Crane Festival – a community-based event timed to coincide with the peak Sandhill Crane and waterfowl 
migration at Goose Pond Fish and Wildlife Area in Greene County.  
 
On 26 February 2022 the Marsh Madness Sandhill Crane Festival celebrated its 13th year featuring a 
variety of cultural, educational, and wildlife conservation-oriented experiences that included table displays 
and experts from the International Crane Foundation. This year, due to health precautions for the public 
and organizers, the festival was modified and offered no staff-lead wetland driving tours. However, 
visitors were supplied with maps and location information of a Whooping Crane family unit reported in the 
area as well as the location of large flocks of Sandhills. Many visitors were able to observe, not far from 
the Visitors Center, Whooping Crane juvenile 84-21 (see photo below) and the accompanying pair of 
adult Whoopers.  
 
Cranes serve as a conservation icon. Cranes help to foster a conservation ethic. 
To learn more about Friends of Goose Pond, go here:  https://friendsofgoosepond.org 
 

 
 

 
 

Whooping Crane juvenile 84-21 (on right) with adult pair 19-09 and 6-15 in Gibson County, Indiana, December 2021.  

84-21 was raised at the International Crane Foundation’s headquarters in 2021 and released as part of ICF’s Direct Autumn 

Release (DAR) program in central Wisconsin in September 2021 near two adult Whoopers that then “adopted” it. Juvenile  

84-21 and its adoptive parents was seen by many visitors to the 26 February 2022 Marsh Madness Festival.  

Photo by Larry Hampton. 

 

https://friendsofgoosepond.org/
https://savingcranes.org/
https://friendsofgoosepond.org/
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.................................................................................................................................................................. 

Texas: 

 
The Aransas Project (TAP): Ensuring Guadalupe River Flows from the Hill Country to 
the Coast 

Founding members and leadership of the Aransas community and of The Aransas Project (TAP) speak 
about how their way of life depends on freshwater flows from the Guadalupe River Basin to balance the 
coastal ecosystems that provide critical habitat for the Whooping Cranes. 
 
Meet the Aransas Project 
https://vimeo.com/7946127 

 
The Whooping Crane  
https://vimeo.com/8042033 
Professional birders and area residents describe the Whoopers’ plight during winter 2008/2009. That 
winter 23 of 270 Whooping Cranes overwintering at Aransas starved because of salinity levels brought 
about by decreased river waterflow into the bay resulting in the subsequent lack of fresh drinking water, 
blue crabs and wolf berries that ensure the survival of the cranes. 
 
Guadalupe Basin 
https://vimeo.com/8041968 

Aransas area community members and officials discuss the implications of the Guadalupe River Basin 

management on their costal economy and ecosystems. 
 
“Water issues are of great concern for Whooping Cranes. Data show that the health and survival of the 
endangered Whooping Crane flock is directly related to freshwater inflows from the Guadalupe and San 
Antonio rivers.” 
 
Tom Stehn,  
Whooping Crane Coordinator (now retired) 
United States Fish & Wildlife Service 
Whooping Crane Recovery Activities Report / August 2011 
 

..................................................................................................................................................... 

ENVIRONMENTAL impact issues:  

Legal petition urges Biden administration to ban toxic agricultural pesticides 
on National Wildlife Refuges 

The following are excerpts from a 24 February 2022 Center for Biological Diversity press release.  
 

https://vimeo.com/7946127
https://vimeo.com/8042033
https://vimeo.com/8041968
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Home to more than 280 species of protected plants and animals, the national wildlife refuge system is the 
world’s largest and most diverse collection of lands set aside specifically for the preservation of fish and 
wildlife. Yet the Service allows private operators to grow commercial crops that prompt the annual use of 
hundreds of thousands of pounds of dangerous pesticides on refuge lands. 
 
In 2018 – the most recent year for which complete data are available – more than 350,000 pounds of 
agricultural pesticides were sprayed on 363,000 acres of commercial agricultural crops in the refuges. 
Those figures represent a 34% increase over the acreage sprayed in 2016, according to an analysis of 
refuge pesticide use. 
 
Today’s petition calls for the Service to take immediate action to end uses of agricultural pesticides on 
refuges, including glyphosate, 2,4-D, dicamba and paraquat – all of which have been shown to harm 
wildlife. 
 
The petition also requests that the Service reverse a decision by the Trump administration allowing use in 
national wildlife refuges of bee- and bird-killing neonicotinoids and genetically engineered crops. Because 
GE crops are designed to withstand what would normally be a fatal dose of pesticides, their adoption 
promotes dramatic increases in pesticide use. 

 
The Obama administration banned these 
uses in 2014 following a 10-year 
campaign that included multiple lawsuits 
brought by the Center for Food Safety and 
other public interest groups. Those lawsuits 
successfully challenged the cultivation of GE 
crops on national wildlife refuges. 
More than 1 billion pounds of pesticides are 
used across the United States each year, 
harming protected wildlife and plants that 
rely on fields, forests, and waterways where 
the poisons are often used or end up. 
Pesticides are even frequently used in areas 
that the Service has legally designated as 
critical habitat essential for helping species 
to recover and dodge extinction. 
 
To read the press release, go here: 

https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/legal-petition-urges-biden-administration-to-ban-
toxic-agricultural-pesticides-on-national-wildlife-refuges-2022-02-24/ 
 
Contacts: Hannah Connor, Center for Biological Diversity, (202) 681-1676, hconnor@biologicaldiversity.org 

Sylvia Wu, Center for Food Safety, (510) 434-4871, swu@centerforfoodsafety.org 

 

EPA proposes reforms to assess new pesticides’ harms to endangered species 

Press release 11 January 2022 
 
For decades the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has failed to comply with the Endangered 
Species Act’s clear requirement that the agency consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to develop 
protective measures for endangered species before registering new pesticides. 
 
As a result, the agency has approved hundreds of pesticides, including highly toxic neonicotinoid 
pesticides, that it has known can harm and kill endangered species, including Rusty-patched bumblebees 
(Bombus affinis), Northern Long-eared bats (Myotis septentrionalis) 
 and Whooping Cranes (Grus americana). 
 
“We hope these first steps mark the beginning of the end of the EPA’s reckless fast-track approvals of 
dangerous pesticides,” said Brett Hartl, the Center for Biological Diversity’s government affairs director. 
“Now that the EPA has stopped digging itself deeper into a hole, it must make sure that real on-the-

Juvenile Whooping Cranes on Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge - just 

after release from a holding pen. Photo by William R. Gates / USFWS 

 

https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/pesticides_reduction/pdfs/No-Refuge-Report-2020.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/pesticides_reduction/pdfs/2022-2-24_NWR-Full-Pesticide-BanwappxA.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/pesticides_reduction/pdfs/2018-8-2-FWS-memo-GMO-Neonics-on-wildlife-refuges.pdf
https://www.centerforfoodsafety.org/press-releases/3342/fish-and-wildlife-service-agrees-to-phase-out-genetically-engineered-crops-and-ban-bee-killing-pesticides-on-national-refuges
https://www.centerforfoodsafety.org/press-releases/3342/fish-and-wildlife-service-agrees-to-phase-out-genetically-engineered-crops-and-ban-bee-killing-pesticides-on-national-refuges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Center_for_Food_Safety
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/legal-petition-urges-biden-administration-to-ban-toxic-agricultural-pesticides-on-national-wildlife-refuges-2022-02-24/
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/legal-petition-urges-biden-administration-to-ban-toxic-agricultural-pesticides-on-national-wildlife-refuges-2022-02-24/
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ground conservation measures are put in place to protect endangered species and the places they live 
from harmful pesticides.” 
 
Today’s announcement means that the EPA will initiate formal consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and/or National Marine Fisheries Service before granting a registration for a new active 
ingredient. 
 
Contact: Brett Hartl, (202) 817-8121, bhartl@biologicaldiversity.org 

  
..........................................................................................................................................................................................  

Canada: 

Release of Alberta’s oilsands tailings water into Athabasca on horizon– what 
that means for Indigenous communities downstream 

The Canadian federal government has begun developing regulations to allow oilsands operators in 
northern Alberta to release “treated” tailings (leftovers from the process that separates oil from sand and 
clay) water into the Athabasca River – something that's been banned for decades. A first draft is 
scheduled to be finished by 2024 and a final draft will be published in 2025. Some experts and advocates 
say the plan to release treated tailings overlooks large gaps in the understanding of how that could affect 
human health, especially those of Indigenous communities downstream of the oilsands.  
 
Currently, companies must store any water used to extract oil during the mining process because it 
becomes toxic. The massive above-ground lakes are known as tailings ponds, which in themselves are 
harmful to wildlife and have resulted in the death of thousands of birds that inadvertently land on the open 
water when other lakes and ponds are still frozen. 
 
The tailings ponds in northern Alberta, adjacent to oilsands mines, store about 1.4 trillion liters of 
wastewater. That's the equivalent volume of more than 560,000 Olympic-sized swimming pools, which 
would stretch from Edmonton to Melbourne, Australia, and back if placed end-to-end. The ponds cover a 
combined area of 136 square miles (220 sq km).  
 
For years, local Indigenous groups have raised concerns about contamination from development, and 
how tailings ponds could further pollute their land and drinking water.  But now, industry leaders and 
some scientists are convinced the water can be treated enough so it can be safely discharged – the water 
does not need to be clean enough to drink, but safe enough to meet the government's forthcoming 
standards, similar to how towns and cities across the country treat sewage to the point where it can be 
released to the environment. And by doing so reduce the environmental risk of storing an ever-increasing 
volume of tailings. 
 
A decade after launching an Oilsands Environmental Monitoring Program, responses to a survey 
conducted by Alberta Environment and Parks raised concerns about the program’s effectiveness, 
according to a Canadian Press report.  Alberta doesn't have a good grasp of the overall environmental 
impacts of the oilsands a decade after implementing monitoring that was supposed to provide it, internal 
government documents suggest. 
 
In July, Alberta Environment and Parks surveyed dozens of scientists and other participants in the 
Oilsands Monitoring Program, a joint federal-provincial program that has run under various names since 
2012 and is funded by an annual $50-million levy from industry. A copy of that survey was obtained by 
The Canadian Press. Of the 112 people surveyed, 26 responded. 
 
Despite the fact wetlands cover about a quarter of the oilsands area, funding for wetlands research was 
more than halved in 2021-22 after being cut two-thirds the previous year. Terrestrial monitoring of the 
status of plants and animals was cut by two-thirds for the coming year after a 50 per cent cut last year. 
 
The network said no research has been funded into the risk posed by industry's toxic tailings ponds. No 
one from Alberta Environment and Parks responded to a request for comment by The Canadian Press on 
the survey. 
 

mailto:bhartl@biologicaldiversity.org
https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/survey-finds-oilsands-environmental-monitoring-ineffective-after-10-years-1.5733325
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Dr. Courtney Howard, a Yellowknife emergency room physician specializing in advocacy regarding the 
relationship between climate and health, said such concern about the monitoring program’s shortcomings 
echoes the same message that has been given repeatedly other reviews. Howard said the effects of 
tailings byproducts on health have been “understudied.” 
 
Research carried out between 1995-2006 (see following article) found elevated cancer rates in Fort 
Chipewyan, a community located north of Fort McMurray on the western tip of Lake Athabasca, and high 
levels of heavy metals, such as mercury, and arsenic in animals that are hunted and consumed in the 
region.  
 
Ron Quintal, president of the Fort McKay Métis Nation, said impacted Indigenous communities must have 
a leadership role in developing and implementing policies after thorough consultation. “The Indigenous 
people of this region are the land users,” he said. “Destruction of land and release of water back into the 
environment is obviously something of great concern to us. 
 
“We strongly support the cleaning of tailings ponds, but we don’t want the clean-up of tailings ponds to 
mean that we are creating environmental impacts in the Athabasca River and downstream,” said Bori 
Arrobo, director of sustainability at the Fort McKay First Nation. 
 

To read more by Kyle Bakx of the CBC News about the oilsands tailings pond issue, go here: 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/bakx-oilsands-tailings-release-mining-effluent-regulations-
1.6271537?__vfz=medium%3Dsharebar 

 

Cancer Incidence in Fort Chipewyan, Alberta 1995-2006  

Fort Chipewyan is a small community located approximately 372 miles (600km) northeast of Edmonton, 
Alberta, Canada. In 2006, a physician providing services to Fort Chipewyan reported to the media that 
there were a high number of cases of cholangiocarcinoma, a rare form of bile duct cancer, in the 
community. The physician and some of the residents expressed the belief that the main reason for their ill 
health was environmental contamination possibly from the oil sands developments located 155 miles 
(250km) upstream from the community on the Athabasca River. The community also raised concerns 
about other environmental contaminants possibly associated with industrial developments such as pulp 
mills and uranium mining. In response to these concerns, the Alberta Cancer Board launched an 
investigation to evaluate the increase in rates of overall cancers in Fort Chipewyan.  
 

Wood Buffalo National Park is located just north of the oilsands mines and tailings lakes. However, water pollution leached 

into ground water, heavy metals, etc. from mines and tailings ponds could impact the Whooping Cranes on their breeding 

grounds as well as during migration stopovers – the cranes have not yet learned to read posted warning signs. 

https://drcourtneyhoward.ca/about/
https://drcourtneyhoward.ca/about/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/arsenic-mercury-higher-in-northern-alberta-wild-food-1.2516748
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/bakx-oilsands-tailings-release-mining-effluent-regulations-1.6271537?__vfz=medium%3Dsharebar
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/bakx-oilsands-tailings-release-mining-effluent-regulations-1.6271537?__vfz=medium%3Dsharebar
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To read the February 2009 report, “Cancer Incidence in Fort Chipewyan, Alberta 1995-2006” distributed 
by the Alberta Cancer Board Division of Population Health and Information Surveillance, go here:  
https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/documents/45480/45480E.pdf 
 
 

............................................................................................................................................................. 

Science News: 

Editor: According to author Jeb A. Barzen, this paper is “the core of over a decade of work on solving  

the problem of crane (and other bird) damage to planted seeds. Importantly, it does so economically 
enough that growers are able to incorporate this solution into their agronomic practices and remain 
profitable. This means that the technique can be applied at whatever scale is necessary. As such, this  
is the first such sustainable crop damage solution deployed at ecologically meaningful scales.” 

 

Applying hierarchical resource selection concepts to solving crop damage 
caused by birds 

JEB A. BARZEN1| ANDREW P. GOSSENS1| ANNE E. LACY1| BRIAN S. YANDELL2 
1 International Crane Foundation,Baraboo, Wisconsin 
2 University of Wisconsin Madison,Madison, Wisconsin 
 
20 April 2020 
https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.207 
Conservation Science and Practice. 2021; 3:e207. https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.207 

 
Abstract Recovery of Greater Sandhill Cranes (Grus canadensis tabida) is a conservation success but 
will increase the potential for crop damage if problems caused by high crane density remain unresolved. 
In spring, cranes consume planted corn kernels (Zea mays), causing significant damage. From 1999 to 
2001 and 2007 to 2009 we experimented with resolving crane damage. Seeds treated with either 
insecticides or anthraquinone (AQ) were not consumed in planted fields while untreated seeds were, 
causing a 19.6% reduction in seedling density where cranes foraged. Insecticides tested were 
inappropriate for future use while performance of AQ mimicked that of insecticides but was 
environmentally acceptable and economical to use. Though cranes selected germinating corn fields, 
regardless of treatment, they used fields containing treated corn without causing damage. Cranes were 
generalists when selecting food items within a field and likely switched food items when exposed to 
treated corn but were specialists when selecting field types within a home range. Deterrence at 
geographic scales where species are generalists may reduce the chance for habituation. Subsequent 
deployment of AQ has been replicated with other bird species and crops at landscape scales. Successful 
solutions enable landowners to value wildlife and promote biological diversity found on those lands.  
 
To read or for a full text PDF go here: https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/csp2.207 
For more research publications, go here: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jeb_Barzen/publications 

 
 
..........................................................................................................................................................................................  

Illinois:  

Chicago leaps into modern wildlife tracking with retro-looking rooftop antenna 

Rooftop antennas are analog dinosaurs in this age of digital television, but ecologists have hit on a 
thoroughly modern use for the retro-seeming metal receivers. 
 
A wildlife tracking system called Motus, pioneered in Canada and now spreading throughout North and 
South America, relies on a specialized type of antenna to pick up radio signals emitted by tags attached 
to increasingly tiny creatures, including birds, bats, and butterflies.  
 
While this is not currently being used for Sandhill or Whooping Crane research, the recent revolution in 
micro- and nano-technology has been a game changer by providing biologists with the ability to put 

https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/documents/45480/45480E.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.207
https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.207
https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/csp2.207
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jeb_Barzen/publications
https://motus.org/
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incredibly advanced tags and chips on pretty much any size wildlife. That’s where the antennas come in. 
This new generation of micro tags and chips need radio receivers to detect their signals. 
 
No random radio or cell tower will work to gather data. It must be a Motus tower antenna specially tuned 
into the frequencies that the tags are emitting. The towers provide a network, so the more antenna or 
towers that are around to pick up these birds, the more biologists learn about the lives those tagged birds. 
 
So far, the Motus network of antennas is heavily concentrated in Ontario, Canada, and along the East 
Coast of the U.S. The eastern Great Lakes region has also been quick to participate in Motus, but on the 
western end? You don’t want to tag birds if there aren’t towers to pick them up, but you don’t want to put 
up towers unless there’s a reason to do that. So, the first step was getting the tower up. 
 
Thanks to the Chicago Ornithological Society, the city, which sits along a major migratory route, now has 
its first Motus antenna installed, filling a significant gap in the network’s coverage. Anything that moves 
within the antenna’s radius of 10 to 20 kilometers, provided it’s been tagged, will get picked up or pinged 
by the tower. 
 
The first Motus antenna in Chicago (and Cook County) sits atop the newly opened Ford Calumet 
Environmental Center at Big Marsh Park, on the city’s Southeast Side, where the society and the Park 
District already collaborate on a bird banding station.   
 
To read more about the Motus tower in Chicago, go here: 
https://news.wttw.com/2022/01/18/retro-looking-rooftop-antenna-represents-chicago-s-leap-modern-
wildlife-tracking 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some assembly required. Chicago's first Motus tower, during installation at Big Marsh Park. (Edward Warden / Chicago 

Ornithological Society) 

 

https://news.wttw.com/tags/big-marsh
https://news.wttw.com/2022/01/18/retro-looking-rooftop-antenna-represents-chicago-s-leap-modern-wildlife-tracking
https://news.wttw.com/2022/01/18/retro-looking-rooftop-antenna-represents-chicago-s-leap-modern-wildlife-tracking
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............................................................................................................................................................. 

 

KUDOS: 

 

Calgary Zoo's head veterinarian retiring after 33 years, will continue 
Whooping Crane conservation efforts 

Dr. Sandie Black says she knew from a young age she wanted to work with wild animals, and now after 
more than three decades of conservation work and animal care at the Wilder Institute/Calgary Zoo, she  
is retiring.   

Black wanted to pursue a career that combined the hands-on experience of veterinary medicine with 
wildlife biology and landed a job at the zoo in early 1989. During her time there, she’s cared for thousands 
of animals, built connections with the wildlife, mentored hundreds of veterinary students and played a key 
role in conservation projects, including a long-term initiative to bolster the population of Whooping Cranes 
in the wild.  She considers her work in caring for the Whooping Cranes in the zoo’s conservation breeding 
and reintroduction program as one of the highlights of her career. The Wilder Institute/Calgary Zoo has 
been releasing cranes into the wild since 1992. “It was one of the first programs that I embarked on as a 
veterinarian here,” she said. “I was here when those beautiful birds first arrived.” 
 
The care team supported the tiny, 200-gram chicks through their growth, with hand-raising until the 
program was more successful with parent-raising the birds, Black said. She joined an international 
recovery team in 2000 to work with government and non-government organizations in Canada and the 
United States to grow the wild population.  “The total population of Whooping Cranes in the time that I’ve 
been involved has gone from, I think under 200 to now about 800 in the world,” she said. 

Dr. Sandie Black's retirement from the Wilder Institute and Calgary Zoo. Black is shown in an undated, unsourced image 

courtesy of the Calgary Zoo.  
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“I was on a canoeing trip in Lakeland Provincial Park in Alberta about four or five years ago in the fall, and 
four wild Whooping Cranes flew over our canoe. I was not expecting to see that,” Black said. 
“I might have cried a little bit.” 
 
 
............................................................................................................................................................. 
 

The Art of Cranes: 

‘The Art of Healing’ features work 
by artists whose lives have been 
impacted by illness  

Stockbroker Sandra Corless took up 
photography at the launch of the digital era.  
A longtime birdwatcher, her specialty became 
Sandhill Cranes. The Corrales, New Mexico 
photographer was the 2014 Festival of Cranes 
artist. Corless embraces photographic 
traditions using modern tools and techniques. 
She is also a cancer survivor who turned to 
photography as she recovered. 
 
For “Breaking the Rules,” she placed two birds 
on tree branches, poses often found in 
Japanese print and painting. Sandhill Cranes 
don’t nest or perch in trees because of the 
shape of their feet. 
 
https://www.abqjournal.com/2456598/the-art-
of-healing-features-works-by-artists-whose-
lives-have-been-im.html 
 

 

“Densel’s Dream” – public art planned to greet visitors to Grand Island 

The $600,000 project – a sculpture celebrating Sandhill Cranes, a symbol of the community – has been 
the subject of a fundraising campaign by Grand Island Partnership for the Arts. The art will be settled into 

an otherwise awkward triangle of 
land at Highway 281 and South 
Webb Road, which measures about 
1/10 of an acre. 
 
Making the south Grand Island nook 
a home for public art was the 
brainchild of the late Densel 
Rasmussen, a Grand Island 
businessman and community leader 
who died in 2017 at age 62. 
Rasmussen envisioned public art to 
greet people entering Grand Island 
from the south on Highway 281. 
 

“Breaking the Rules,” Sandra Corless, digital photography, 2019. 

 

The rendering (above) shows the vision of “Densel’s Dream” – a public art project spearheaded by  

Grand Island Partnership for the Arts. The sculpture, when finished will measure 50 feet long, 14.5 feet tall 

and 10 feet deep – and is to make its home at the juncture of Highway 281 and South Webb Road. 

 

https://www.abqjournal.com/2456598/the-art-of-healing-features-works-by-artists-whose-lives-have-been-im.html
https://www.abqjournal.com/2456598/the-art-of-healing-features-works-by-artists-whose-lives-have-been-im.html
https://www.abqjournal.com/2456598/the-art-of-healing-features-works-by-artists-whose-lives-have-been-im.html
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“Ichabod” the Whooping Crane adds bling to Frontier Airlines plane 

If you look up, you might see a Whooping Crane pass overhead. Albeit flying in a different way – gracing 
the tail of a Frontier Airlines plane. Check out the Frontier Airlines' website to see and learn more about 
the various species featured on their planes. Maybe you will be lucky enough to have the opportunity to 
see or fly on the “Whooping Crane” plane! 

 
............................................................................................................................................................. 

Upcoming Events: 

Editor: While more of the nation’s population is fully vaccinated along with booster against COVID-19, 
there are still cancellations or postponement of many scheduled events due to uncertainties from the 
highly contagious Delta and Omicron variant of the virus. Some festivals have chosen to modify formats 
and have a “virtual” platform in response to the odd times we are in. On a positive note, and while not the 
same as taking part in person, more people will be able to participate in the virtual festival(s) from afar – 
so check them out and have fun! Remember to check with coordinators as festival information changes. 

 
2022 Annual Monte Vista Crane Festival – Where the Cranes meet the mountains 

Dates: March 11-13, 2022 
Location: San Luis Valley 
Monte Vista, Colorado 
 
The annual Monte Vista Crane Festival celebrates the spring arrival of some 25,000 Sandhill Cranes to 
the San Luis Valley. This year’s festival will follow a HYBRID format with virtual and in-person events. 
Those interested in attending official event viewing sites to see the sandhill cranes and other bird species 
can reserve tickets at https://mvcranefest.org. CPW staff and volunteers will support outdoor scope sites 
and be on hand to help answer questions. 
 
For more information, go here: mvcranefest.org  

https://www.facebook.com/flyfrontier/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWXvj1N_k8HcmPsuTVyINfyp4yBoRnv6AQlrCWyJsapUdHkhvpXmMRYS-pM7m49wjPjLU6z40ZfWq5Xppfo_ZUsIR3jM4wzGNNnenyR1ec4Vi0CEmBBiohMPWuv6SEC3bD0cIhYbpi4858_rrvNVgRM&__tn__=kK-R
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=25e440efa1&e=5839c8d811
http://mvcranefest.org/
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Ian Nicholson Audubon Center at Rowe Sanctuary – Nebraska Crane Season 
Dates: March 5 - April 10 
Location: Audubon Rowe Sanctuary 

44450 Elm Island Road  
Gibbon, NE 68840  

 
Rowe Sanctuary’s current plan for operating during the 2022 Crane Season: 
We will be working with our local health department, Two Rivers Public Health Department, the state of 
Nebraska and the National Audubon Society as guidance on our safety procedures during the 2022 
Crane Season. Please realize all tours are subject to cancellation and refunds will be available when 
Covid-19 precautions change our scheduling. 
 
Registration opened on 5 January 2022 

• Guided Crane Viewing Experience: March 5 - April 10 

• Guided Crane Photography Experience: March 18 - April 10 

• Overnight Photography Experience: March 18 - April 9 

• Crane Behavior Basics: March 5-April 10 

• Virtual Crane Tour: March 7, 14, 21, 28, and April 4 
 

Reservations may be made online at our website: https://rowe.audubon.org/crane-viewing  

or by calling 308-468-5282. 
 

 

2022 Othello Sandhill Crane Festival 
Dates: Friday March 25 - Sunday March 27, 2022 
Location: Columbia National Wildlife Refuge, Othello, Washington 
 
Founded in 1998, the festival highlights the spring return of Sandhill Cranes to the greater Othello area 
and Columbia National Wildlife Refuge. It features tours and hikes of geological, ornithological, and 
paleontological interest.  
 
After two years of self-guided tours, the Othello Sandhill Crane Festival is back in-person for 2022. There 
will be some changes for 2022, including new venues and a scaled-down lecture and tour schedule. 
Advance registration is recommended, and registration information is available on the festival website, 
www.othellosandhillcranefestival.org 
https://www.othellosandhillcranefestival.org/online-registration 
 
Ornithologist Dr. Gary Ivey, International Crane Foundation Research Associate – West Coast Crane 
Working Group, is this year’s keynote speaker. He will be speaking about the Sandhill Cranes along the 
Pacific Coast at 7:30 p.m. Friday. 
 

 
Stikine River Birding Festival 
The Stikine River Birding Festival is undergoing some changes, including our dates. Events will now be 
taking place over several weekends from April 22 - May 8, 2022.  
Dates: April 22 - May 8, 2022 
Location: The Nolan Center, 296 Campbell Drive Wrangell, Alaska 99929  
https://www.stikinebirding.org 
 
Wrangell is the gateway community for the Stikine River Delta, where the arrival of thousands of bald 
eagles creates the largest springtime concentration in North America. The festival is the perfect 
opportunity for adventurous birdwatchers to observe millions of shorebirds, which migrate to the delta 
each spring. The Stikine River and its tributaries are located within the Stikine-LeConte Wilderness Area 
of the Tongass National Forest.  The festival is sponsored by the Tongass National Forest and U.S. 
Forest Service International Programs.  
 
For more information call: 800-367-9745 or email: fun@wrangellalaska.org 
 

http://www.trphd.org/covid-19/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/ece0db09da4d4ca68252c3967aa1e9dd
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/ece0db09da4d4ca68252c3967aa1e9dd
https://rowe.audubon.org/crane-viewing
http://www.othellosandhillcranefestival.org/
https://www.othellosandhillcranefestival.org/online-registration
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/event/stikine-river-birding-festival/
https://www.stikinebirding.org/
mailto:fun@wrangellalaska.org
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The Eastern Crane Bulletin is issued quarterly (March, June, September, and December).  
To receive this E-bulletin contact: 
 
Mary W. Yandell, Editor 
Kentucky Coalition for Sandhill Cranes 
kyc4sandhillcranes.com 
kycoalition4sandhillcranes@gmail.com 
mtwyandell@gmail.com 
 
Or 
 
Cynthia Routledge 
Southeastern Avian Research 
Specializing in Winter Hummingbird banding 
www.southeasternavianresearch.org 
The Tennessee Ornithological Society 
www.tnbirds.org  
routledges@bellsouth.net 
 
For archived issues of the Eastern Crane Bulletin click here: 
http://kyc4sandhillcranes.com/eastern-crane-bulletin/ 
 
We never lend or sell our E-bulletin recipient list.  

 

 

 

 
 
The Eurasian Crane (Grus grus) is a bird species that once 
bred across Ireland, England, Scotland, and Wales. It became 
extinct across these islands around 1540-1600 AD, in late 
medieval times.  

▪ Cranes were the third most common domestic pet in 
ancient Ireland. 

▪ Cranes are the second most common bird mentioned in 
English placenames. 

▪ Crane bones are the fourth most common species of bird 
bone in the Irish archaeological record.  

 

Sláinte mhaith! (Good health!) 

http://kyc4sandhillcranes.com/
mailto:kycoalition4sandhillcranes@gmail.com
mailto:mtwyandell@gmail.com
http://www.southeasternavianresearch.org/
http://www.tnbirds.org/
mailto:routledges@bellsouth.net
http://kyc4sandhillcranes.com/eastern-crane-bulletin/
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